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Djibouti 


Uganda’: Museveni Addresses IGADD Meeting 
EA221526 Kampala Domestic Service in English 
0700 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] President Yoweri Museveni has said that inter- 
African wars and conflicts are one of the major causes of 
[word indistinct} and lack of development. In a keynote 
address to the second session of the assembly of heads of 
State and government of IGAD) [Intergovernmental 
Authority on Drought and Development| at the People’s 
Palace in. Djibouti, Mr Museveni observed that there ts 
really no objective basis on inter-African conflicts. He 
went on to say that wherever they occur, they are mainly 
a result of failure to collectively define who the main 
enemy is, a failure to define priorities. 


He therefore called for broad-mindedness to solve inter- 
African problems, if any, peacefully. President Museveni 
reiterated that the Ugandan Government under the 
NRM will never agree to be drawn into inter-African 
conflicts because there is no legitimate basis for such 
conflicts. He said that any problem can be discussed and 
solved. 


He, however, stressed that Ugandans shall fight people 
who should be [word indistinct], historically speaking, 
the historical enemies of African development. President 
Museven) irged the member countries of IGADD to 
render renewed impetus to the ethics of collective Afri- 
can nationalism and self-reliance so that IGADD can 
continue to generate the momentum in the common 
struggle to halt the degradation of our environment and 
to address itself to problems adequately and realistically. 
Mr Museveni said that in order for the IGADD region to 
overcome its problems, emanating from natural disasters 
like desert spreading, there must be collaborative efforts 
in the region so that food production 1s increased and 
emphasized. 


He informed the meeting that Uganda under the NRM 
had created a Ministry of Environmental Protection to 
ensure that the environment is well managed and 
thereby generate public awarene 5 of the need to protect 
the environment and to arrest environmental degrada- 
tion through extensive reafforestation programs. 


President Museveni also called for the development of a 
medium- to long-term strategy by IGADD on a country- 
to-country and subregion basis in order to adequately 
redress regional food insecurity, if the organizations 
goals are to be realized. President Museveni said that 
based purely on its natural resources potential, for food 
production, Uganda may be billed as food-insecurity- 
free. He went on to say that experience has demonstrated 
that Uganda's capacity to produce food for herself and 
her less privileged neighbors is enormous. 
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He said that Uganda is determined to develop agricul- 
ture and, as such, called for regional support to the 
planned establishment at Makerere University of a 
degree course in food science and technology. Mr Muse- 
veni said that to arrest the regional problems emanating 
from natural disasters. the search for solutions to envi- 
ronmental degradation at the grass-roots level must be 
encouraged through the active participation of local 
communities. He added that to realize this, the ultimate 
goals must be the attainment of self-sufficiency in food 
and energy by using local traditional skills and applying 
environmentally sound and socially acceptable methods. 


After Mr Museveni’s speech, which was punctuated by 
thunderous applause, President Siad Barre of Somalia 
proposed the host president, Mr Hassan Gouled, to 
continue as chairman of IGADD for the year 1988/89. 


Ethiopia 


15,000 Ethiopians Killed, Captured in Afabet 
AU221903 Paris AFP in English 1824 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Paris, March 22 (AFP)}—The Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front (EPLF) said here Tuesday that it killed 
or took prisoner 15,000 Ethiopian government troops 
during the capture of the town of Afabet Saturday. 


“We estimate Ethiopian losses at 15,000 out of the 
18,000 to 20,000 troops in the region’, the EPLF spokes- 
man Amdemicael Kahsai said. 


Mr Kahsai said the front, which took three Soviet 
military advisers prisoner in fighting for the town, in the 
centre of the northern province, had no information 
about a fourth Soviet who had been reported missing. 


Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesman Gennadiy Gerasi- 
mov said in Moscow Tuesday that three Soviet military 
experts had been taken prisoner and added that one had 
been reported missing. 


Mr Gerasimov said that |3 Soviet experts in Eritrea 
assisting the Ethiopian Army to “maintain and repair 
Soviet combat equipment” had been reported missing in 
action during the rebel offensive but nine had returned. 


Mr Kahsai said, “*During the taking of Afabet people hid 
or fled. This fourth Soviet is perhaps hiding or walking 
around in the bush.” 


He added that “third parties”, whom he would not 
identify, had already shown an interest in the captured 
Soviets. 


He specified that the three captured Soviet experts were 
two colonels and a lieutenant and not one colonel and 
two captains as the front first said on Sunday. 
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Provisional Committee Formed 
LD231102 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya 
0400 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] In the wake of the liberation of their town, the 
residents of Afabet have democratically elected a provi- 
sional committee of elders to administer them. The 
residents took this step at their first big meeting since the 
Ethiopian troops in the town were mopped up. Address- 
ing the meeting, Comrade Hamed Asebela, head of the 
ceniral eastern Eritrean zone, said the victories on the 
Nakfa front and at Afabet were achieved not only by 
virtue of the heroism of the People’s Army but also by 
the strength and participation of the Eritrean people. 


The residents of Afabet for their part specified concrete 
evidence of the oppession they had experienced under 
the Dergue and expressed jubilation over the liberation 
of their town. 


When the combatants of the EPLF entered the town after 
driving out the Dergue troops, the residents of Afabet 
welcomed them with great jubilation and offered them 
food and drink. 


Cooperation Agreement Signed With Portuguese CP 
F.A222243 Addis Ababa Domestic Service in Amharic 
1700 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] An agreement to strengthen cooperation and 
relations between the WPE and the Portuguese Commu- 
nist Party [PCP] was signed today by Comrade Ashagre 
Yigletu, member and secretary of the WPE Central 
Committee, and Comrade (Joachim Jorge Aroushe), 
Politburo member and secretary of the PCP. Our report- 
er, Alem Newase, was present at the signing ceremony. 


Comrade Ashagre Yigletu said in an address during this 
ceremony that together with the delegation led by Com- 
rade Joachim Jorge they had assessed relations between 
the two parties and had arrived at similar stands on 
international issues. Comrade Ashagre said the strength- 
ening of relations between the two parties would add to 
the forces of international progressive workers. He 
expressed confidence that the cooperation agreement 
would be implemented by the two sides. 


Replying, Comrade (Aroushe) said the WPE was compe- 
tent to solve Ethiopia's current problems. He added that 
the agreement was based on the existing agreement 
between the two parties. [passage omitted] 


Kenya 
Incumbents Lose in Parliamentary Elections 


‘Outspoken’ Politician Ousted 
EA221141 Nairobi KNA in English 0820 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Nairobi, 22nd March—One of the longest 
serving MPs, Mr Martin Shikuku, has narrowly lost his 
seat to a newcomer, Mr Jesse Opembe, who got | 1.630 
votes as opposed to Shikuku’s 11,262. 
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Mr Shikuku, popularly known as the “people's watch- 
man”, has served as the MP for Butere since indepen- 
dence. Mr Shikuku, who was born in 1933 in Magadi in 
Rift Valley, was out of politics between 1975 and 1978 
when he was detained. Mr Shikuku has remained an 
outspoken politician who has spoken fearlessly on vari- 
ous issues. The new MP for the area, Mr Opembe, had 
contested unsuccessfully in the 1979 and 1983 elections, 
managing second position behind his only opponent. Mr 
Martin Shikuku. [passage omitted] 


Commerce Minister Dropped 
EA222224 Nairobi Domestic Service in English 
1120 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Summary] Constituency: Buret, Rift Valley Province 
Result. Timothy Kipkoech Mibei—1! 1.985 


fonathan K. Ngeno [Commerce and industry minis- 
ier]}—8,925 


Winner: Timothy Kipkoech Mibe1 


Housing Minister Loses 
EA222225 Nairobi Television Service in Swahili 
1630 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Summary] Constituency: Narok North, Rift Valley 
Province 


Result: William Ole Ntimana—14,369 


Justus Ole Tipis [minister of works, housing and physical 
planning}]—1 2,369 


Winner: William Ole Ntimama 


Uganda 


Regional Telecommunications Meeting Ends 
EA231037 Kampala Domestic Service in Engiish 
0400 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] The second ccordination meeting of the Kagera 
River Basin [KRB] organization telecommunications 
project has ended in Kampala. The 4-day meeting was a 
followup to the first one held in Kigali in September last 
year to establish an interstate telecommunications link 
between the four KRB member-states. namely Burundi, 
Rwanda, Tanzania, and Uganda. 


The main subject discussed during the Kampala meet- 
ing, which started on Saturday [19 March] and ended 
yesterday was the issue of evaluation of tenders for the 
supply of the telecommunications equipment to be used 
in the project. 
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The tender evaluation exercise 1s to be held in Kigah 
Starting from | 5th April this year. Telecommunications 
administrations in the four member-countries have so 
far completed the civil works al the microwave stations 
on the routes to be covered by the project. 


Within Uganda, there will be a link from Mbarara 
through Kabale into Rwanda and another link from 
Masaka to Bukoba in Tanzania. There are also plans to 
benefit towns along these routes by providing them © ith 
modern telecommunications facilities. 
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The project 1s being funded by the African Development 
Bank and 1s scheduled to be completed by 1990. 


Speaking after the Kampala meeting. the managing 
director of the Uganda Post and Telecommunications 
corporation, Mr Mukasa, said Uganda attaches great 
importance to the opening of telecommunications links 
between her and her neighbors. 
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Angola 


Official Sees Progress Toward Peace Agreement 
M(B231316 Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 1319 GMI 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Harare March 23 SAPA—A representative of 
Angolan President Eduardo dos Santos told the Interac- 
tion Policy Board meeting here this week that work was 
in progress On the text of an agreement to be signed by 
Angola, South Africa, SWAPO and Cuba. 


“The implementation of this teat, internally guaranteed, 
will make it possible to resolve the problem of Angola 
and of the independence of Namibia.” Mr Lopo do 
Nascimento told the board, which is made up of former 
and present world statesmen and advises the Interaction 
Council, an exclusive grouping of about 30 former 
»residents and prime ministers from around the world, 
ZIANA reports. “Finally, we are seeing light at the end of 
the tunnel and we hope that South Africa docs not, at the 
lasi minute, once again hide the light we are glin.psing. as 
it did with Resolution 435 of the Security Council,” he 
said. 


He told the board that the United States was acting as a 
mediator between Angola and South Africa and as a 
guarantor of the agreements implementation. 


The key elements of the agreement were: 
—the withdrawal of South African troops from Angola: 


—an a ceptable calendar for the withdrawal of Cuban 
troops from Angola, beginning with the withdrawal of 
Cuban troops south of the | 3th Parailel: 


—implementation of United Nations Security Council 
Resolution 435 on the independence of SWA/Namibia: 


—suspension of military aid to the armed groups respon- 
sible for “destabilising Angola”. 


In view of the agreement, the headquarters of these 
armed groups would have to be moved from SWA/Na- 
mibia to the eastern part of Zaire. ZIANA reported. 
“This 1s a problem which will be settled with Zaire.” the 
Angolan representative said. 


“Of course, there are internal problems in Angola but 
these are matters that Angolans will be able to settle 
themselves once the foreign intervention has ceased.” he 
said. 


He told the board that the United States and South 
Africa had recently held a last round of talks on the final 
issues. “We believe that South Africa, following its 
normal policy, will try to play for time, procrastinate, but 
it 18 also up to international public opinion to press 
South Africa for this agreement to come into effect.” he 
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said. The agreement would be internationally guaran- 
teed, esther by the United Nations, the UN Security 
Council or the major world powers. “We think that for 
once it 1s possible to believe in a miracle.” he said. 


He said South Africa, in addition to having four battal- 
ions of its regular Army stationed in the Angolan Prov- 
ince of Cunene since 1981, had launched a mayor attack 
against the Province of Cuando Cubango with the aim of 
occupying the town of Cuito Cuanavale and its airfield, 
from which it intended attacking the provincial capital 
of Menongue and setting up a UNITA rebel government 
there. South Africa still had about 9000 troops occupying 
parts of Angola and continued to devastate Cuito Cua- 
navale in a “classic battle” that had cost hundreds of 
young lives and destroyed tanks, aircraft, helicopters and 
sophisticated military equipment. 


Official Says 2 Dead, 3 Injured in RSA Air Raid 
MB221921 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 22 Mar 8&8 


[Text] An official source has said that two people were 
killed and three others injured as a result of an air attack 
recently carried out by the South African Air Force in the 
(?Ombandja) district of Cunene Province. The source 
added that with this action, the South African Army is 
seeking to isolate the district of (?Ombandja). situated 
some 200 km from the Angola-Namibia border, thus 
preventing the supply of the region. 


lt has also been disclosed that lately the Xar ongo- 
Naulila road has been the target of countiess actions by 
the South Afnmcan Air Force in order to permit the 
movement of the UNITA terrorist gangs. 


UNITA’s Savimbi Comments on Status of War 
MB221904 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Enelish 1830 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Interview with UNITA leader Dr Jonas Savimbi by 
Cliff Saunders in Jamba: from the “Network” program: 
date not given—video recorded] 


[Text] [no opening question as heard] [Savimbi] First of 
all, | think we have to be careful not to repeat the 
mistakes of 1975. In 1975 the Cubans, the Russians 
invaded Angola and the Western countries responded 
weakly, which means the Americans did not really take a 
decision, and South Africa also (?did not) take a quicker 
decision. So it was that weakness which allowed the 
Russians and Cubans today to get entrenched in our 
country. And today everybody 1s viewing the presence, 
the huge presence. of Cubans and Russians in Angola as 
a threat to the whole southern Africa. Then, South Africa 
iS Not aggressing anybody. Now we are all fighting 
against the aggression against our country because we 
realize now it 1s a threat to everybody. And | think those 
criticisms are really very bad in the sense that they are 
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international: it 1s to discourage everybody which wall try 
tO pul a stop to this onslaught on southern Africa by 
Russians and Cubans. That 1s how I view it. 


{Saunders] President Savimbi, speaking for a moment to 
the parents and other relatives of sons that are fighting 
over here in Angola, what makes i so important for 
them to be in this country? Some have been wounded. 
and some have been killed. 


{Savimbi] | think there we get to a mure critical point. 
First, any time a South African soldier or a UNITA 
soldier or a Namibian soldier dies anywhere, we are 
sorry, because we did not want our people to die. We 
want them to serve their own country. But, if we don't 
accept the sacrifice today, and with pain, and lose some 
dozens of our beloved ones, we may be faced with the 
choice of losing hundreds. That is why anywhere in the 
world, where you have a war, the sacrifice has to be 
accepted, though we regret it. 


[Saunders] There is serious concern also being expressed 
that Angola could become South Africa’s Vietnam. 


{Saviiabi] It 1s not possible, because Angola has become 
already a Russian Vietnam, a Cuban Vietnam. It cannot 
be at the same time a Russian Vietnam, a Cuban 
Vietnam, and a South African Vietnam. Moreover, the 
side of UNITA is winning; the other side is losing. 
Anyone who 1s now allied to UNITA knows that we are 
on the winning side. And South Africa should feel so. 


[Saunders] Well, people don’t really feel so, particularly 
also because of the recent report on Cuito Cuanavale 
that said that the forces have been bogged down over 
th e. 


[Savirabi] It’s not true. The problem is that we have to be 
very careful. The Russians—they fight the war every 
tume in two lines. A hot war and a cold war. Which 
means, a hot war—bombs, planes, and tanks. A cold war. 
disinformation. So our people are being victims of 
disinformation. Because the MPLA is talking about 
shooting down 30 planes. They shot down one. They are 
saying of killing hundreds. It is not true. So we have to be 
careful not to be victims of those two types of war, the 
military one and the information one. Anything MPLA 
1S talking, it 1s aiming at the hearts of the people who 
have to support the struggle. We should not give in 
because of that. 


[Saunders] It has also been said, President Savimbi, that 
South Africans must be very careful about becoming 
involved in this Angolan war because the FAPLA forces 
and its allies are becoming so well-armed now that South 
African forces could find themselves in very deep trou- 
ble. 


[Savimbi] Let us take it in two facts again. First of all, it 
is not true. The FAPLA’s are running away, all over. 
Even whether we have to fight alone, without any 
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support from South Africa. they are running away. So. 
then, they are no more a factor as FAPLA. If we take the 
Cubans and the Russians, also they are very reluctant if 
they don’t have a support of the FAPLA they pretend to 
support. Then the second one: [i 1s now that we need to 
challenge those before they are too strong. When you say 
they are too strong. we leave them, they are going to deal 
with. with the trme, or they are going to be stronger. Now 
that they are weak, it is now that we have to chase them. 
In 10 years’ time they may be stronger. Today is the 
time. 


{Saunders} We hear, President Savimbi, that there ts talk 
now of negotiations leading to a government of national 
unity, a government of national reconciliation. But, can 
you really see yourself ruling Angola together with Pres- 
ident dos Santos? I mean, with your differences of views, 
your differences of policies, and ideologies? Also, this 1s 
not really being the way of Africa. 


[Savimbi] It has been. Yes, you have so many counties 
that they have—in Nigeria they had to reconcile; in 
Algeria you had to reconcile. Everywhere you had war; 
the end was a reconciliation. 


[Saunders] But it has always been one-party state, a 
dictatorship, or a military dictatorship. 


{Savimbi] It depends «> how people are weak or strong. 
And we are not a weak factor. We are a strong factor. | 
think in Angola that will prevail: only a reconciliation ts 
the solution. But then we want a government of national 
unity for a while; then we want elections. The elections 
will allow an opposition. And we don’t want a dictator- 
ship. In Angola we need something original, that the 
others they did not do. If the people will ask us why do 
you think it will work in your country, for the fact that 
this country ts different. It is why the Cubans are coming 
here. They are not going to Zimbabwe, or to Zaire, or to 
Congo. 


{Saunders} Direct negotiations with the Soviet Union 
appears now to be on the cards, but the Soviets, they do 
not like losing in negotiations and they don’t like com- 
promises. Doesn't this make negotiations with them 
extremely risky? 


[Savimbi] In military terms, we say that when a man is in 
front he has won half of the battle. Because you know it, 
that they don’t like to lose in negotiatrions—all of we 
know it—then half of the battle is won. Then we get to 
those negotiations alert that these people, they don’t 
want to 'ose in their negotiations. But we have not to lose 
either. | think now we are alert about that. 


FAPLA Reportedly Kills Religious Group Members 
MB230812 (Clandestine) KUP in English 0600 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of the free land of 
Angola—MPLA authorities have killed dozens of mem- 
bers of Simao Toco, Watch Tower and Seventh Day 
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Adventist icligious groups in Angola since last vear, in 
attempts to clamp down their activiiies, religious circles 
claimed here Moncav. 


An eyewitness told KUP how MPLA authorities, on | 3th 
June 1987, in Luanda city centre, ordered a FAPLA 
battalion to seal off an area comprising F.T.U. Tobaccc 
factory, Simao Toco Church, Talahadi Road in the north 
to the railway station and Caxicani security building in 
the south and west. 


It was after some members of Simao Toco allegedly 
attempted to liberate five fellow sect members jailed by 
the security forces. 


Hundreds of Simao Toco members of the congregation, 
including innocent passers-by, were estimated to have 
been rounded up and led into the church within that 
perimeter where gunshots, explosions and wailing were 
heard. 


Sources believe that military trucks, which made several 
trips from the church to Maria Pia Hospital, carried 
dead bodies to the mortuary. 


MPLA had clashed against Simao Toco members in 
February 1987 in Katete, during which time troops are 
said to have massacred members of that religious sect. 
Other religious groups in constant hostilities with MPLA 
are the Watch Tower and Seventh Day Adventists. The 
three have been accused of discouraging members of 
their sects from joining FAPLA army. 


Lesotho 


Three New Ministers Take Oaths of Office 
MB1I81554 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 18 Mar 88 


[Text] Three new ministers were sworn in at the royal 
palace in Maseru this morning by the chief justice, Mr 
Justice Peter Cullinan, and a wew ministry has been 
created. 


The new ministers are His Excellency Colonel Thaabe 
Letsie; the Honorable Dr Lehlohonolo Machobane; and 
the Honorable Dr Daniel Raphuro Phororo. His Excel- 
lency Col Thaabe Letsie, in addition to his responsibili- 
ties as a member of the Military Council has been 
assigned the portfolio of the minis*’er of “oreign affairs. 
Dr L. Machobane, who until recently had been the 
province chancellor of the National University of Leso- 
tho, has been assigned the portfolio of the minister of 
education. Dr Fhororo has been appointed as the min- 
ister of agriculture, cooperatives, and marketing. He had, 
until his new apporntment, been FAO's senior advisor to 
the government on agricultural matters. 
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The former minister of foreign affairs, Honorable Mr 
Lengolo Monyake, has been reassigned as the minister of 
works, while the former minister of works, the Honor- 
able Mr Mohomane Lebotsa, has been reassigned to the 
new Ministry of Highland Water and Energy. The former 
minister of education, the Honorable Mr M.M. Teheli, 
has been reassigned to the Ministry of Employment, 
Social Welfare, and Pensions, while the Honorable Col 
Ramohlanka Nis’ohi, who was minister of employment, 
social welfare, and pensions has been appointed ambas- 
sador to Maputo. 


The former minister of state in the Ministry of Interior, 
Chieftaincy Affairs and Rural Development, the Honor- 
able Mr Patrick Molapo, has been appointed as the 
minister of state to the Military Council, while the 
former minister of state in the Ministry of Education, the 
Honorable Mr Phillip M. ‘Mabathoana, takes up posi- 
tion of the minister of state in the Ministry of Interior 
Chieftaincy Affairs and Rural Development. The 
changes take effect today. All other ministers remain as 
before. 


Minister Dropped From Ministers Council 
MB222033 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1600 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The office of the Military Council announced the 
departure of Mr Paul ‘Mabathoana, former minister of 
state in the Ministry of Agriculture, from the Council of 
Ministers. Mr ‘Mabathoana was appointed minister of 
State in the Ministry of the Interior in 1986, and was 
subsequently transferred to the Ministry of Agriculture, 
where he served as minister of state until his departure. 


Malawi 


Parliament Continues Budget Debate 
MB221917 Blantyre Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The Ministry of Education and Culture said today 
that it was actively exploring the question of providing 
concession tickets to students who study at institutes and 
centers away from their homes. The minister of commu- 
nity services, Mr Katola Phiri, said this in Parliament in 
Zomba when he answered a question from the member 
of Parliament for Nkhotakota North, Mr [name indis- 
tinct] Banda, on behalf of the minister of education and 
culture, Mr Michael Miambla. Mr Katola Phiri said that 
the Ministry of Education and Culture was aware that 
some [words indistinct] from their homes and that some 
need concession tickets. 


After question time, the members continued making 
their contribution in support of the motion before the 
House. The motion on debate is based on the life 
president’s speech which he delivered to the National 
Assembly last Tuesday when he opened the budget 
meeting. 
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Our correspondent covering the proceedings said in their 
speeches the members arnlauied and congratulated the 
life president for his practical approach toward the 
development of agriculture. The members also thanked 
the life president for spreading development evenly to all 
parts of the country, thereby raising the standards of 
living of all his people. 


Mozambique 


‘Very Substantial’ Food Price Hikes Announced 
MB231154 Maputo in English to Southern Africa 
1100 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Mozambique’s National Prices and Wages Com- 
mission today announced very substantial price 
increases in besic foodstuffs. The rises follow the gov- 
ernment’s decision announced earlier this month to 
withdraw or reduce food subsidies. 


Maize flour and rice will now sell at 145 and 271 
meticals a kilo respectively. Previously the two products 
cost 37.5 and 40 meticals respectively. 


A kilogram of sugar goes up from 50 to 264 meticals, an 
increase of 428 percent. For cooking oil, the increase is 
just 50 percent, from 360 to 540 <neticals a liter. 


There are similarly large increases for the price of bread, 
although this varies from province to province. 


The new »>rices come into effect as from | April. To 
compensate for the removal or reduction of food subsi- 
dies, the government has announced wage increases that 
take effect as from this month. 


The removal or reduction of \ood subsidies was 
requested by donors of food, according to Labor Minis- 
ter Aguiar Mazula. 


Trial of Australian Missionary Ends 
MB230621 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1730 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The trial of the Australian citizen, lan Grey, 
accused of collaborating with the armed bandits ended 
this afternoon. Tiie triai began at 1000 and ended some 
4 hours later. An official sovrce told AIM that the 
sentence will be given tomorrow. 


lan Grey, a Pr-‘estant missionary, was tried by th 
Revolutionary imiiitary Tribunal. For the first time ever, 
foreign observers were allowed to be present during a 
trial in the Revolutionary Military Tribunal. They were 
Grey's father, Alan Grey; Lawrence Alexander, a diplo- 
mat in the Australian Embassy in Harare; and a promi- 
nent Australian lawyer, Geoffrey Robertson. 


The accused was defended by Mozambican lawyer 
Carlos A'berio Cauio. After the trial, Geoffrey Robert- 
son told journalists that the defense had argued that lan 
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Grey was a fervent missionary who had been used by 
American political forces hidden behind a religious 
cloak. They had used him to send information from 
areas of Mozambican territory affected by armed ban- 
ditry. 


Machungo Opens Japanese-Financed Fishing Whar‘ 
MB221430 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1400 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] This morning 1a Quelimane, Zambezia Province, 
Prime Minister Mario Machungo opened a floating 
fishing wharf. The ceremony was attended by Hiroyuki 
Feuchi, cha:ge d'affaires at the Japanese Embassy in 
Harare, and Tenreiro de Almeida, Mozambique’s secre- 
tary of state for fisheries. Mario Machungo, who arrived 
in Quelimane from Zimbabwe this morning, toured the 
installations of the fishing wharf, where he was briefed 
on its operations. 


The floating fishing wharf, which took 6 months to build, 
is 80 meters long and can accommodate 5 vessels at a 
time. It was built with a donation from the Japanese 
Government worth 1.2 billion yen, about 4.8 million 
meticals. 


Namibia 


Committee Advises Repeal of Proclamation AG 8 
MB221431 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1421 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Windhoek, March 22, SAPA—A standing com- 
mitiee On fundamental rights of the SWA/Namibian 
transitional government today recommen ed that the 
cabinet “urgently take the necessary steps” to repeal the 
territory's Proclamation AG 8. 


The politically-controversial proclamation provided for 
the institution in 1980 of second-tier ethnic authorities. 


The chairman of the committee, Mr Hans-Erich Staby, 
said the committee aiso recommended that all legislation 
affected by the propused abolition of Proclamation AG 8 
should be amended accordingly “without delay.” Those 
laws included the Income Tax Act which levies taxes on 
an ethnic basis and the Identificatics of Persons Act 
which classifies people according to race and ethnic 
origin. 


The committee's report, abled in the National Assembly 
today, is in response to an advisory opinion of a full 
bench of five judges of the Windhoek Supreme Court. 
The court held earlier this month that Proclamation AG 
& conflicted in its entirety with the non-discriminatory 
nature of the territory's fundamental rights bill. 
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Republic of South Africa 


Bishops Express Suppert for Archbishop Tutu 
MB221706 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1638 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 22, SAPA—Bishops of the 
Church of the Province of Southern Africa today spoke 
Out strongly against “the government's intolerance of 
normal democrat.c processes” and offered their support 
to Cape Town's Anglican Archbishop Desmond Tutu. 


The bishops held a press conference at a hotel near Jan 
Smuts Airport following a meeting i. Kempton Park 
earlier today. The bishops included a representative of 
the archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Robert Runcie and the 
bishop of Litchfield, the Right Rev Keith Sutton. 


“We are deeply distressed at, and take grave offence of 
the cavalier way in which the state president (Mr P.W. 
Botha) treated Archbishop Tutu in his recent interview 
on March 16.” 


The bishops said Mr Botha wanted South Africans to 
choose between the governmnt’s programme and athe- 
istic Marxisin. “We reject his definition of the choice 
and we reaffirm our commitment to a just, democratic 
and shaving society reflecting the values of the kingdom 
of God.” 


In a Statement read out at the press conference Bishop 
By ace Evans of Port Elizabeth said the 25 church leaders 
who tried to present a petition to the state president on 
February 29 “were trying to convey a deep hurt felt by 
millions of Christians worldwide at the South African 
Government's action in restricting the activities of our 
leaders. We associate ourselves with those 25 leaders.” 


The bishop of Pretoria, the Right Rev Richard Kraft, 
said the taking of the petition to the state president “was 
a very respectful thing” to have done. 


The statement sail: “The government's intolerance of 
normal democratic processes, reflected in the breaking 
up of the procession on February 29, h.:s now emerged in 
the state president's treatment of our metropolitan and 
in his warning to Archbishop Desmond Tutu that he is 
looking for trouble.” 


The bishops questioned Mr Botha’s right to define what 
iS spiritual or what is valid Christian witnacss. “We find it 
untenable that he should tell Archvishop Desmond 
Tutu...that the church should not bring its spiritual 
power into secvlar power play. The whole of people's 
lives and the lives of nations is subject to God's will and 
judgment. We wil! not be deflecte:| from our task of 
testing everything in society against the word of God and 
the teaching of the church and wi’ continue to denounce 
evil, including the evil of aparthei 1, wherever we see it.” 
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“The Gospel is at stake here and not s»mply the personal 
reputation of an individual,” the statement said. 


Archbishop Tutu said he was now “more careful abou 
making statements” following his meeting with the state 
president on March 16. 


Bishop Sutton, in reply to a question, said he would 
convey “the deep sense of unity” he found among the 
bishops at today’s meeting io Archbishop Runcie. He 
said he would also repudiate any suspicion that Arch- 
bishop Tutu was “a tool of any group.” “He is a church 
leader and his opposition to apartheid stems out of 
Christian concern,” Bishop Sutton said, adding that he 
had arrived yesterday which was the anniversary of the 
Sharpeville massacre 28 years ago and had Archbishop 
Tutu been a political man he would have expected him 
to be addressing ratlies of a political nature but found 
him resting and praying. 


Bishop Sutton addea that whenever he came to South 
Africa he wanted to take back “the sense of spiritual 
rescyrcefulness” he experienced here. 


He said he had not received any brief from Archbishop 
Runcie as details of the agenda of what was discussed 
today was not known to him at the time he left England 
and therefore “could not give any guidance.” He added 
that the Church of the Province of Southern Africa was 
in close contact with Archbishop Runcie and an example 
of how close that contact was, was the fact that the 
bishop was able to travel to South Africa at 24-hour’s 
notice to attend today’s conference. 


Should anything be done by the government to Arch- 
bishop Tutu, con*ingencies “tor concrete action (by the 
church) were already in place,” Bishop Sutton said in 
reply to another question but would not elaborate. 


He said Archbishop Runcie had “the highest confi- 
dence” in ary decisions Archbishop Tutu made. 


Archbishop Tutu, commenting on recent press reports 
that a number of people were leaving the church because 
of his stand on apartheid, said he knew of a number of 
“more conservative people” who had .efi but there were 
a lot more that had joined the church “because of my 
standpoint.” He said that it should be borne in mind that 
80 per cent of the church was black. “If there is a mass 
exodus, | am not aware of it.” 


Speaking of today’s three-month closure of the NEW 
NATION newspaper, Archbishop Tutu said the move 
was “scandalous....Especially consider its editor (Zwe- 
lakhe Sisulu) has been in detention fur over a year. | 
believe that the action against the NEW NATION is 
evidence of the state’s arrogance. The fact that human 
rights are not recognised are the signs of an arrogant or 
totalitarian government,” the archbishop said. 
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“I do not spout forth things that have just come into my 
head,” Archbishop Tutu said, adding: “My strength is 
not an arrogant strength. It is a strength that comes from 


the Gospel.” 


Archbishop Tutu said the only way 19 reconcile the 
church's current difference: with the government would 
be the total abolition of apai‘heid. “The sky will not fall 
down if there is a black person in the leadership. It has 
haryened in the church, why shouldn't it happen in the 
country?” 


He said the church was not worried about government 
proposals that certain organisations would nol be 
alowed to receive overseas tunding. “The church ts 
international by definition,” he said ding that if 
money was sent from. ancther country it is not seen as 
“coming from outside the family.” 


Bishop Sutton said Archbishop Tutu had been invited to 
address a meeting in Birmingham on Christian princi- 
ples laier this year. 


Nkomati-Style Accord With Angola Said Near 
MB221557 Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English 
21 Mar 88 p § 


[By Ken Pottinger] 


[Text] Lisbon—Diplomatic sources here have claimed 
that preparations are under way for an Nkomati-sty!e 
peace accord between Angola and South Africa. 


They said the deal with Angola would bring an end to 
Souch A.rican support for UNITA in exchange for the 
dropping of demands for Namibian independence. 


The accord 1s supported by Mozambique and other 
Frontline States and has involved negotiators from Mos- 
cow, Washington, Pretoria, Luanda, Havana and from 
the rebel group U’NITA, sources said. 


Other points likely to be involved ir the peace plan 
include the repatriation of the 40,000-strong Cuban 
contingent in Angola, preceded by their withdrawal to 
the '3th parallel (approximately along the Benguela 
railway), a South African commitment to end attacks in 
southern Angola and a pledge to bury plans to divide 
Angola into two states—the south controlled by UNITA 
and the rest by the MPLA. 


A well-informed military source said: “The FAPLA’s 
(Angolan Gover:iment forces) have taken such a beating 
in recent months that moderates in Luanda are con- 
vinced that only direct talks with Pretoria can end the 


His remarks followed confirmation last week by MPLA 
official Mr Pedro de Castro Van-Dunem to journatists in 
Lisbon, that his government was ready to meet South 
Africa for talks to end the war. His statement came amid 
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reports that official contacts were being made for a 
meeting between President Jose Edvardo dos Santos of 
Angola and President P.W. Botha. 


According to a Friday newspaper report, Lisbon its 
increasingly corvinced that UNITA leader Dr Jonas 
Savimbi will be sacrificed to facilitate an agreement 
between the guerrillas and Luanda. 


Pik Botha Says Angola Agreement ‘Long Way Off 
MB231547 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1544 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 23 SAPA-—Ar agreement on 
Angoia and Namibia was not an im~ . but it was 
still a long way off, the minister of’ 1g) s, Mr Pik 
Botha. said today. 


He was asked forcomment onarepo . _. an agreement 
was being drawn up for signature by Angola, Suvuth 
Africa, SWAPO and Cuba. 


In Harare a representative of Ango'a’s President 
Eduardo dos Santos Mr Lupo do Nascimento, had 
informed the World Interaction Councii of the draft 
agreernent but Mr Botha’s response this afternoon was 
that this was a typical example cf creating expectations 
which could not yet be met. 


“Recently, after retrning from Genev2 where | held 
talks with Dr Chester Crocker (assistant U.S. secretary of 
state for Africa affa*rs) oo the Angolan-SWA/Namibian 
issue, I stressed that one should not crealc expectations 
which could not be met. This reported statement is a 
good example of such expectation creation before the7e 
has been any progress made with the most important 
part of the agreement, namely a scheduled withdrawal of 
the Cuban troops. I do not say that an agreement is 
impossible, but at present we are a long way from such 
an agreement,” Mr Botha said. 


Stoffel Botha Issues Warning to GRASSROOTS 
MB231006 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1062 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Towr, March 23 SAPA—The Rylands-base<| 
community newspaper GRASSROO7S has been warned 
by the minister of home affairs, Mr Stoffe! Botha, that he 
is considering gazetting a warning for publishing “sub- 
versive propaganda”. 


In a hand-delivered lettcr he told the newspa, er yester- 
day he had examined the September, October, Novem- 
ber, December and February editions. 


C RASSROOTS has two weeks in which to make a 
written submission to him. It ts the sixth publication to 
be warned in terms of the state of emergency press curbs. 
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Similar notices were sent to NEW NATION banned for 
three months yesierday, SOUTH, THE WEEKLY 
MAIL, WORK IN PROGRESS and DIE STEM. 


Minister Justifies NEW NATION Suspension 
MB221535 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1529 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] Cape Town March 22 SAPA—Failure by the 
government to act against the Catholic weekly NEW 
NATION would have meant the resurgence of growing 
resistance, violence and disorderliness in the country, 
the deputy minister of information, Dr Stoffel van der 
Merwe, said today. 


He was addressing a press briefing after today’s order in 
terms of the emergency regulations under which publi- 
cation of the newspaper is suspended for three months. 


He said what the government was trying to root out was 
not criticism as such, but “that sort of propaganda which 
does not lead people to try to change the government (by 
democratic means) but to overthrow it by violence”. 
After careful study over “months and months” the 
government had come to the conclusion that the actions 
of NEW NATION were aimed at stimulating revolution. 
This was the crux of the matter. 


The newspaper had “absolutely” identified itself with 
communism, Dr van der Merwe said. He read extracts 
from articles which he said praised both the ideology and 
leadership of Samora Machel, and which detailed the 
lives of unionists such as Solly Sacks and J.B. Marks. 
There had been repeated instances of “this sort of line”. 


It was absolutely astonishing that a publication issued 
under the name of a Christian organisation should act in 
this way. 


Mozambique, of which Machel had been president, was 
the place where churches had to be state property and 
children under 18 were forbidden from receiving reli- 
gious instruction. 


One could not avoid the conclusion that writers in NEW 
NATION intended not to bring another political party 
into Parliament or to bring about political participation 
for blacks, but to overthrow the government and the 
entire state and replace it with a socialist order. 


It was accepted that the greatest possible measure of 
freedom of the press was necessary for the creation and 
maintenance of democracy. However, it was also a fact 
that, in situations where the freedom of the press had 
been used to contribute to revolutionary change, one of 
the first victims of the revolution had been that freedom. 


Dr van der Merwe said the action against NEW 
NATION had not been the result only of a decision taken 
by “a little group of people who get round a table in 
Tuynhuys” but had been asked for by numbers of other 
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people. The United Christian Action Organisation, 
which said it represented 14 organisations and four 
million South Africans, had asked that the newspaper be 
banned because it carried Communist propaganda. 


Nowhere in the world was freedom of speech or of the 
press an unrestricted right and it was a general principle 
that press freedom was further restricted in situations in 
which a community was experiencing security problems. 


NEW NATION had been given full warning, in terms of 
steps laid out in the emergency regulations, of the action 
contemplated against it, but it had declined to come and 
discuss the matter with the government. 


Asked if similar action was contemplated against other 
publications, he said there was an Ongoing investigation 
into particular publications. It was not in his brief to give 
their names. 


Two other publications had already received formal 
warnings of a suspension. They were SOUTH and DIE 
STEM, which had been warned “for totally different 
reasons.” 


Asked if he knew when NEW NATION editor Zwelakhe 
Sisulu would be released from detention, he said that was 
“a completely separate question” and fell under the 
minister of law and order. 


COSATU Denounces Closure 
B221621 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1617 GM1 
22 Mar 8&8 


[SAPA prefaces this item with an advisory: “Warning 
eds: This story may contravene the latest restrictions 
placed on COSATU.”} 


[Text] Johannesburg March 22 SAPA—The closure of 
the NEW NATION will be met with anger by COSATU 
members and freedom-loving people in South Africa, the 
Congress of SA Trade Unions said today. 


The NEW NATION was today closed by the government 
for three months following the failure of the newspaper's 
Supreme Court application yesterday to prevent the 
minister of home affairs, Mr Stoffel Botha, from invok- 
ing media curbs against the publication. 


The government appeared committed to either “elimi- 
nating or harshly restricting all democratic institutions 
and to silence the voice of the democratic movement,” a 
statement from COSATU said today. It was time for all 
South Africans to wake up and realise that the govern- 
ment would stop at nothing “to impose their unrealistic 
dreams of a country governed by and for a small minor- 
ity on the country,” COSATU added. 
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Their next line of attack, after the recent banning of 17 
political organisations was the media. The government's 
aim was “to create a cloak of secrecy and ignorance that 
will provide cover for more drastic and uncoventional 
counterrevolutionary measures. 


“We salute NEW NATION for the work it has done in 
reporting on issues of concern to the majority of people, 
in exposing repression and in giving a voice to demo- 
cratic Organisations ‘ike ours who are denied a say 
through the official media,” COSATU said. 


Pik Botha Apologizes to FRG Over Search Incident 
MB221841 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1800 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The intensive police search for alleged ANC 
bomber Heinrich Grosskopf has led to a diplomatic 
incident between South Africa and West Germany. The 
West German Government contacted the South African 
ambassador in Bonn today concern ng the search of the 
residence of a German diplomat in South Africa last 
night. In a statement this evening, the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr Pik Botha, pointed out that as soon as the 
incident came to the attention of the government, the 
police officer in charge of the unit concerned was 
instructed to visit the diplomat, Mr Erhard Loeser, and 
offer him his personal apology. The police officer did so 
this morning. 


Mr Botha said the event took place against the back- 
ground of the South African Police conducting a coun- 
trywide search for Grosskopf, suspected of responsibility 
for various car bomb explosions, which killed and 
injured a number of innocent citizens. Although the local 
police station was aware that the residence was that of 
Mr Loeser, the particular police unit involved was not 
aware of this, and was acting in immediate response to 
information received by them. 


Mr Botha said steps have been taken against the officials 
concerned in terms of the applicable regulations. Mr 
Botha conveyed to the Government of West Germany 
his formal apology for this incident. He reaffirmed to the 
Bonn government South Africa’s adherence to interna- 
tional legal principles applicable to diplomatic and con- 
sular officials. 


In another statement released tonight. Mr Botha 
attacked his West German counterpart. Dr Hans-Die- 
trich Genscher, for being callously irresponsible in 
remarks made to him to imply an endorsement of a 
consumer boycott of South African products. [sentence 
as heard] Mr Botha said he was mystified by the appar- 
ent contradiction in West German policies on South and 
southern Africa. On the one hand Germany, as a major 
European Common Market partner. supported the con- 
cept of a free market, while on the other hand Dr 
Genscher would seemingly want to deprive people of 
their livelihood. 
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Mr Botha said Dr Genscher should be sensitive to the 
need for the First World to address the crying need in 
Africa for the alleviation of poverty and starvation. Mr 
Botha said Dr Genscher surely realized that the econo- 
mies of the southern African region were intertwined 
and that boycotts against South African products would 
have tragic consequences in the region as a whole. 


Referring to remarks made by Dr Genscher concerning 
the postponement of the death sentence of the six 
prisoners from Sharpeville, Mr Botha chastised him for 
implying that proper legal action had not been taken. He 
said Dr Genscher displayed a lack of knowledge of the 
facts and of the application of the principles of law which 
were of the highest judicial standards practiced in South 
Africa. He said the fact that the trial court postponed the 
executions in order to afford the prisoners the opportu- 
nity to apply for the reopening of the case on the basis of 
new evidence underlined the inherent fairness and integ- 
rity of the South African legal system. It also underlined 
the necessity that attempts should not be made to 
interfere with the courts of justice. 


Mr Botha said South Africa’s ambassador to Bonn had 
been requested to convey the statement to Dr Genscher’s 
office. 


Secret Submarine Deal With FRG Alleged 
MB221041 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
22 Mar 88 p 3 


[Text] London—South Africa’s electronic surveillance 
and strike command vessel, the |2,500-ton “Drakens- 
berg’’, was involved in a secret submarine deal with West 
Germany, it has been revealed in London. 


According to the latest issue of AFRICA CONFIDEN- 
TIAL, the vessel is equipped with German components 
provided by the same companies involved in the pro- 
gramme to supply plans for four HDW [Howaldtswerke 
Deutsche Werft] 209 submarines needed to replace 
South Africa’s three ageing French-built submarines. 


AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL quotes unnamed parliamen- 
tary investigators in Bonn as its source. 


An ARMSCOR [Armaments Corporation of SA, Ltd.]} 
spokesman last night refused to comment on the claims. 


AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL reports that all five ships are 
designed for sabotage and commando raids of the type 
carried out in recent years in Mozambique and Angola. 
The “Drakensberg”, like its sister ship the “Tafelberg”, 
is equipped with electronic equipment enabling it to act 
as a command centre for raids carried out by smaller 
strike craft. 


New evidence appears to establish that the original 
R90.48 million contract for plans, first exposed in 1986, 
is only part of the story. The total deal was for R329.94 
million and covered components as well as plans. 
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AFRICA CONFIDENTIAL adds: “It now emerges that 
in June 1985 the HDW and IKL companies informed 
the German federal authorities that they had delivered 
the plans to South Africa—in fact. in ihe form of 
microfilm carried in the diplomatic bag—and that they 
wished to proceed with the rest of the contract via 
Turkey. 


In early 1988, the report continues, Turkish authorities 
announced an order to purchase HDW submarines from 
West Germany. “It is likely that Turkey will re-sell some 
or all of this equipment to South Africa.” the publication 
Says. 


Search for Missing Mirage Continues 
MB231130 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1128 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 23 SAPA—An extensive ground 
and air search is being conducted in the SWA opera- 
tional area for a Mirage pilot and his aircraft which went 
missing last Saturday night. the chief of the SA Air 
Force, Lieut-Gen Denis Earp. said in Pretoria today. 


May J.W. van Coppenhagen was returning to base after 
completing an operational mission when he went miss- 
ing. He is believed to be down in the area of eastern 
Ovamboland. 


The search was being hampered by extremely dense 
bush, Gen Earp said. A board of inquiry has been 
convened and the search would continue. 


Israelis Said To Aid Air Raids on Angola 
MB181351 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1300 
GMT 

18 Mar 88 


[Text] South African Air force raids into Angola are 
continuing. A report quoting from the latest AFRICA 
ANALYSIS magazine, and published in Windhoek, says 
the strikes on the heavily radar-guarded Angolan town of 
Lubango have been successful. The report says the 
success is due to the assistance of Israeli radar experts 
working in South Africa. Initially, South African pilots 
were thought to have used UNITA intelligence on the 
workings of the sophisticated Soviet-backed air defense 
system in southern Angola. It now appears that the pilots 
were Carrying equipment which the Israeli’s had tested in 
similar raids on Syria to avoid radar detection. 


fg Defends Government's Group Areas 
MB221438 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1426 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] House of Assembly. March 22. SAPA—The right 
of people who wanted to live in their own residential 
areas with their own kind had to be acknowledged and 
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protecte? but similar provision also had to be made for 
thos; who wanted to live in “open” areas. Mr Dolf Mare 
(N\’ Nelspruit) said today in the debate on the Group 
Ar as Act. 


Provision would be made, in terms of legislation to be 
introduced, for the declaration of open areas when 
residents concerned requested it. The issue would be 
seen as an “own affair” of that particular community, in 
terms of the Constitution, he said, speaking against a 
private members motion by Mr Tiaan van der Merwe 
(PFP Green Point) that the Group Areas Act be repealed 
immediately. 


Mr Mare moved an amendment on behalf of the NP. 
that the House “support the government in its attempt 
and policy to order South Africa by taking into account 
the multi-cultural nature of the community and reflect- 
ing this in its institutions.” 


Mr Mare said Mr van der Merwe and the PFP were 
ignoring the “multi-cultural reality of South Africa™ in 
their calls for the Group Areas Act to be scrapped 
immediately. The PFP regarded the rights of the indi- 
vidual to be absolute as against those of the group but it 
did not recognise South African society was not homog- 
enous. The accommodation and protection of a group's 
interests and rights, without discrimination against other 
groups, was the best way of looking after the individual's 
rights, he said. 


Dr Willem Odendaal (NP Sasolburg) said the National 
Party had never brought about absolute separatism in 
South Africa and the CP's promise to the voter it would 
do so if it came into power was “impossible” to carry 
out. In the last two general elections, the NP had made it 
clear to voters it stood for “own” residential areas and 
schools for different groups “where possible,” and it was 
sticking to this. At the same time it had accepted the 
need in some cases for “open” areas and these would be 
provided where needed and desired by residents “regard- 
less of the consequences.” 


CP MP Says NP Abandoned Group Areas Act 
MB221443 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1440 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] House of Assembly March 22 SAPA—The basic 
principle of the Group Areas Act, one of separating 
different groups, was being thrown overboard by the NP 
government with its intended legislation providing for 
racially mixed residential areas, Mr Moolman Mentz 
(CP Ermelo) said today. 


Speaking in the debate today on the Group Areas Act, he 
said this law was one of the “corner-stones of apartheid 
or separatism” and that although it was still on the 
Statute books it was “on the way out” because it was not 
being applied anymore. Mr Tiaan van der Merwe (PFP 
Green Point), who had moved a private members 
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motion calling for the immediate repeal of the act, 
should not worry too much. “The government is scrap- 
ping it, but the honourable member is just a little too 
hasty for them.” 


The non-application of the act was leading people to 
regard it with utter contempt and Anglo American had 
recently declared it would not apply it at all when renting 
oul property. “The government responds by saying it 
will amend the act to give it more teeth, but I say those 
teeth will only be chicken’s teeth. The act will be applied 
less and less as the big money powers come inio confron- 
tation with the government,” Mr Mentz said. 


The inevitable consequence of “open” areas was that 
“non-whites” moving into a white area would have to be 
given some form of voting rights for local authorities for 
the area, because they would also be paying rates and 
taxes. The end result would be new, mixed, voter's rolls 
for all race groups. 


Worrall Launches Independent Movement 
WB172045 Johannesburg SAPA in English 2028 GMT 
17 Mar 88 


[Text] Somerset West March 17 SAPA—Dr Denis Wor- 
rall’s Independent Movement [IM] was launched in a 
blaze of showmanship in Somerset West tonight with a 
commitment to a “non-racial, democratic and free mar- 
ket South Africa” and to fight for parliamentary seats 
and “go-for-power™ at local government levels. 


About | 000 people crammed into the town hall gave Dr 
Worrall repeated standing ovations, the first as he 
entered the darkened hall to the strains of “Chariots of 
Fire.” 


Dr Worrall said the government had not only stalled, but 
had turned its back on reform. Nothing made this more 
obvious than the recent clamp on |7 extra-parliamentary 
organisations. 


“We have bought relative stability at an enormous cost 
in terms of civil liberties and justice.” 


The result of lack of vision was a fatalism that affected 
white and black South Africans. The majority did not 
want violence and preferred peaceful change. Many 
were, however, coming to the conclusion that the “com- 
rades” were perhaps right and that violence was inevita- 
ble. 


Many whites, on the other hand, believed they could 
“just sit on the lid of the pot” and that the military would 
keep the situation under control. 


“I believe that this situation can be turned around, that 
we don’t have to be hostages to the National Party or to 
fate. 


“I believe we do have a future.” 
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lt was an illusion to believe that revolution was “just 
around the corner” and it was also an illusion to believe 
that whites could maintain political power forever. 


The political future of South Africa had to be a negoti- 
ated one, one of give and take. 


“If there are people who believe there will be a transfer of 
power they are deluding themselves and misleading the 
people of this country. In this situation we are going to 
have to learn to compromise. If we don’t accept the facts, 
I'm afraid we are in for a truly horrific time.” 


Dr Worrall said that as far as the IM was concerned, “we 
are going to go for power. 


“We have done ovr studies and we can win parliamen- 
lary seats On certain assumptions. 


“In the second place, we are going to go for power at local 
government level, although we will do so selectively 
because this is a sensitive issue.” 


The IM would also be active in the extra-parliamentary 
field and in local community projects. 


Dr Worrall said he believed the IM could easily win 22 
parliamentary seats, “in addition to the 1¥ seats the PFP 
has already won.” 


This was on the assumption that it got the traditional 
National Party support it received in the last election. 


Hendrickse Underlines Need for Reconciliation 
MB222038 Johannesburg Television Service 
in Afrikaans 1600 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The leader of the Labor Party, the Reverend Allan 
Hendrickse, says the reality in South Africa is that 
revolution and sanctions will only lead to the downfall of 
all people in the country. Hendrickse was speaking last 
night in Zeerust at the closing of his party's election 
campaign, prior to tomorrow's elections in the Bokke- 
veld constituency. He said that his party stands for 
reconciliation and the development of good human 
relations. 


[Begin video recording] [Hendrickse] Reality says to us 
that to speak of revolution in this country, under the 
present circumstances, is to speak about self-destruction, 
[changes to English] is to commit not only political 
suicide, but almost national suicide. [changes to Afri- 
kaans] And the only other road to choose, the road that 
leads to life, is the way of negotiations. Here we stand; 
why are we here in Zeerust; why are we in Bokkeveld? To 
assure you, sir, that this powerful party stands for the 
rights of people who are wronged. The future of this 
country, ladies and gentlemen, lies in human relations. | 
just want to say, human relations, not relations of white 
people with brown people, and brown people with black 
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people. The future lies in relations, which are our respon- 
sibility. It is your responsibility to see that this country 
becomes a country of South Africans. [end video record- 


ing] 


Minister Defends Refusal To Enroll Students 
MB221537 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1523 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] House of Assembly, Mar 22, SAPA—Pupils who 
were refused permission to register late for schools this 
year “did not really want to study” the minister of 
education and development aid, Dr Gerrit Viljoen, said. 
In reply to a supplementary question from Mr Ken 
Andrew (PFP Gardens), he said of !,300 pupils who 
applied, one tenth was granted late registration and the 
remainder “did not really want to study.” Their appli- 
cations were based on falsified documentation and they 
should now earn “pocket money” and enroll next year. 


Mr Andrew asked what job opportunities were available 
for 13- and |4-year-olds in the Cape Peninsula. 


Dr Viljoen said Mr Andrew wanted pupils who refused 
to study to be admitted to schools because of a lack of job 
cpportunities. Everything possible was done to enable 
pupils who wanted to study to enroll this year and the 
department extended the registration period. 


From March 2 to 4, 5,310 pupils staged a stayaway at 
schools in the Cape Peninsula, he said in reply to another 
question from Mr Andrew. 


A pamphlet was issued in the name of the “non-demo- 
cratically elected, self-appointed” Joint Student Repre- 
sentative Council [JSRC]. The JSRC was a branch of the 
Western Cape Students Congress, which was affiliated to 
the National Education Crisis Committee. The pamphlet 
said pupils should “sympathise” with late applicants 
whose admission was refused by maintaining three “days 
of concern.” Pupils interpreted this as a stayaway call. 
“The pamphlet was intimidating, inflammatory and 
inciting, abounding with untruths.” 


A counter-pamphlet pointing out the senselessness of 
Stayaways was distributed by the DET [Department of 
Education and Training}, the regional director issued a 
statement urging pupils to attend school and staff meet- 
ings were held. On March 7, school attendance was 
virtually back to normal. Since March 8, the average 
daily attendance had increased. 


SAP Arrest 2 ‘Terrorists’; Seize Weapons 
MB231427 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1424 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria March 23 SAPA—Two “trained terror- 
ists” and two collaborators have been arrested in the 
western Transvaal and “terrorist” arms seized, the com- 
missioner of the SA Police, Gen Hennie de Witt. 
announced today. 
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He said in a statement issued by police public relations 
in Pretoria: “On March 8 a trained terrorist and two 
collaborators were arrested by the SAP at a roadblock in 
the Lichtenburg area. A large number of weapons, 
including Russian-made hand-grenades, limpet- and 
mini-limpet mines, AK rifles with ammunition and a 
machine pistol with ammunition, were seized. 


“On March 14 another foreign-trained terrorist was 
arrested by members of the SAP near the Kopfontein 
border post. Among other terrorist equipment, the fol- 
lowing weapois were seized: machine pistols with 
ammunition and hand- and stick-grenades of Russian 
origin.” 


Viok Warns AWB, BBB Against Inflammatory Acts 
MB221630 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1614 GMT 
22 Mar 88 


[Text] House of Delegates, Mar 22, SAPA—The minister 
of law and order, Mr Adriaan Vlok today warned the 
Afrikaner Weerstandsbeweging (AWB) and the Blanke 
Bevrydingsbeweging (BBB) [White Liberation Move- 
ment] to stop their dangerous incitement of emotions 
and acts of intimidation. 


Replying to a motion by Mr Yunus Moolla (Sol [Solidar- 
ity] Stanger) condemning the recent clampdown on 17 
extra-parliamentary organisations, he said the AWB and 
the BBB were treading a dangerous and senseless path of 
confrontation and violence. The government was com- 
mitted to protecting moderate and peaceloving majority 
of South Africans against destructive and revolutionary 
activists and, should no heed be taken of this urgent 
appeal, action would be taken against such organisations 
and individuals. 


“They (the AWB and the BBB) blatantly and recklessly 
beat the drums of racial hatred...and declare that in 
South Africa there is no place for moderates. They say 
radicals will decide the future of our country. I want to 
emphasize, and there should be no illusion about this, 
under the rule of radicalism and activism the on!y future 
which awaits this beautiful country of ours is violence, 
bloodshed and endless misery. These organisations and 
individuals are hell bent on inflaming the emotions of 
people in a most calculated and reckless manner for 
egotistic purposes and devious aims.” 


Mr Vliok said that in making an urgent appeal for 
restraint and for those involved to come to their senses, 
he wished to issue a stern warning that they should stop 
their incitement and intimidatory actions before it was 
too late. 


Mitsubishi Withdraws From Steel Project 
OW231141 Tokvo KYODO in English 1104 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 23 KYODO—Mitsubishi 
Heavy Industries Ltd. of Japan will withdraw from 
international bidding on a 600 million rand steel project 
by South Africa’s Iron and Steel Industrial Corp., a local 
economic journal reported Wednesday. 
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BUSINESS DAY said South Africa corporation officials 
had placed high expectations on technology cooperation 
from the Japanese company. 


Mitsubishi's decision apparently stemmed from mount- 
ing international criticism of Japan’s expanding trade 
relations with South Africa. 


Mitsubishi was expected to participate in the bidding for 
the rolled steel production project. 


Mitsubishi had reportedly submitted a bid against enter- 
prises from the United States, West Germany, Britain 
and Taiwan. 


Govan Mbeki Passport Request Denied 
MB!81336 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1320 GMT 
18 Mar 88 


[Text] Johannesburg, March 18, SAPA—Black activist 
Govan Mbeki, 77, has been refused a passport, his 
attorney, Priscilla Jana, said in Johannesburg today. 


Mr Mbeki was released last year after 23 years in prison. 


Mrs Jana said Mr Mbeki had received a letter on 
Wednesday from the Department of Home Affairs on 
Wednesday saying his application for a passport had 
been unsuccessful. No reasons were given. 


After his release from prison last year he was served with 
a government order restricting him to his home town of 
Port Elizabeth and barring him from speaking to the 
media. 


Mr Mbeki has received invitations from the govern- 
ments of Norway, Sweden, Finland, Denmark and Ice- 
land. 


He has also received invitations from universities and 
Organisations in the United States, Germany and Hol- 
land to attend conferences and to give lectures. 


Mr Mbeki also has three sons, all living in exile, who he 
iS anxious to visit, Mrs Jana said. One of them Tabo 
Mbeki, is based in Lusaka as information director of the 
banned African National Congress. 


Defense Spending Doubled Over 4 Years 
MB211052 Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English 
21 Mar 88 pp 1,2 


{By Chris Cairncross] 


[Text] Cape Town—Last week’s 22.6 percent increase in 
the defence budget to 8.19 billion has meant that spend- 
ing On maintaining the security of the state has effec- 
tively doubled over the past four years, rocketing from 
the R4.15 billion committed in 1984/5. 
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The defence vote accounts for more than 15 percent of 
SA’s total R53 billion budget tabled in Parliament last 
Wednesday by Finance Minister Barend du Plessis. This, 
however, does not cover the total picture on the amount 
spent by the Department of Defence. All construction 
and building operations and other services—as with 
other state departments—are diverted to Public Works. 
Last year this amount totalled R143 million. This year 
the budgeted figure is R153 million. 


Yet, despite this growth, the defence account remains 
“chronically under-financed”’, according to Admiral Bert 
Bekker, chief of staff: Finance, of the SA Defence Force. 
In part this has been due to previous budgetary policy 
governing defence, in which Parliament committed a 
total amount for the year, reduced by a lesser cash 
amount diverted to the finance account which covered 
commitments not redeemed as planned, and usually 
rolled forward to future years. Last year this amount 
totalled R220 million. 


According to Bekker this system, set up initially when 
the arms embargo was first imposed against SA, has been 
discarded this year in favour of the cash budget concept. 
Cash balances in respect of unpaid commitments or 
orders will in future be carried forward in the Special 
Defence Account, and paid out as and when these 
forward orders are met. 


Bekker blames inflation for the sharp escalation in 
defence expenditure over the past few years. He stresses 
that when compared to the growth in the CPI over the 
past year, the real increase in the 1988/9 defence budget 
amounts to only |.1 percent. 


Since 1984 the defence budget has been based on prede- 
termined targets established by the state president's 
priorities commitiee, according to Bekker, and the 
expenditure increases each year have accordingly been 
set to partly offset the effects of inflationary pressures on 
costs. Budgets, therefore, might well have been much 
higher if efforts had not been made to check sharply 
rising Operating costs, Bekker maintains. Three years 
ago, he notes, operating costs accounted for as much as 
69.4 percent of total defence expenditure. Efforts to 
contain these costs since then have progressively reduced 
this proportion to total expenditure to 60.5 percent in 
1986, 57 percent last year, and to an estimated 56.8 
percent over 1988. 


Of this year’s budget total of R8.1 billion, 6! percent 
goes to the purchase of stores and equipment, | 3 percent 
to professional services contracted in, 20 percent to 
personnel (wages and salaries) and 6 percent to admin- 
istration and transfer payments. 


Increases in this year’s budget amount to R620 million 
(up 25.3 percent) on landward defences as a result of 
personnel increases to fill critical vacancies and for the 
er’ablishment of additional regional units for border 
protection and for modernisation, maintenance and 
replacement programmes. 
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In air defence an increase of R427 million (up 16.3 
percent) has been budgeted for to mainly counter the 
effec. > of inflation, but also to fill critical staff vacancies, 
and to cover customs and excise duties, which the SADF 
is now required to pay for the first time, and additional 
research and development activities. 


Expenditure on maritime defence has been budgeted to 
increase by 18.7 percent, or R92.8 million to counter 
inflation and to cover removal of the customs and excise 
concession. 


Other increases have been in respect of medical support 
(up R60.3 million or 27.9 percent) and for general 
support activities (up R56.5 million or 5.8 percent). 


Angola War Primary Cause 
MB171200 Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
17 Mar 88 p 4 


[By Craig Kotzen] 


[Text] South Africa’s involvement in Angola and its aid 
to UNITA are major reasons for this year’s 22.6 percent 
jump to more than R8.1 million in defence spending, 
says Professor Mike Hough, strategic studies expert at 
the University of Pretoria. 


Responding to Finance Minister Barend du Plessis’ 
budget speech, Professor Hough said yesterday that 
South Africa was serding some of the most sophisticated 
military hardware “outside of the Soviet Union” into 
Angola. 


Other factors that had played a role in the increase in 
defence spending were the introduction of new military 
systems, such as the conversion of Mirage 3 fighter 
planes to the more modern Cheetah and the develop- 
ment of helicorter prototypes. 


The Navy had also built a new replenishment vessel, the 
“SAS Drakensberg”. 


Inflation was also a contributing factor. 


Professor Hough said the military's imvolvement in 
South Africa’s townships played only a “periphera! role” 
in increased spending. 


“The townships might contribute, but Angola is the real 
reason,” he said. 


On the allocation of 38 percent of the defence budget to 
the Air Force—only 3 percent less than the Army— 
Professor Hough said one of the major factors was the air 
threat from Angola and the expensive technology 
involved. 


However, he said the military’s share of total govern- 
ment spending remained the same. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Mr du Plessis announced yesterday that 15.2 percent of 
the record R53 billion budget would be spent on defence. 


Professor Hough said: “In terms of last year, the spend- 
ing is significant but in terms of the percentage of the 
total budget, 1t remains much the same.” 


But he cautioned that national security was larger than 
just the military aspect—it also involved socio-economic 
issues such as cducation and housing. 


“It is important to develop the welfare leg of national 
security,” Professor Hough said. 


Commentary Says Clergymen Seek Confrontation 
MB230530 Johannesburg Domestic Service in English 
0500 GMT 23 Mar 88 


{Station commentary] 


[Text] There is a hint of hysteria in recent actions of the 
hierarchy of the Church of the Province. The bishops of 
the church held a so-called crisis meeting in Johannes- 
burg yesterday to discuss what was described as the 
possible threat of action by the government against the 
church’s leader in southern Africa, Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu. To add to the impact, a special repre- 
sentative of the head of the Anglican Church jetted in 
from Britain to be present at the meeting. 


The histrionics had the desired effect: The political 
stance and objective of the Anglican Church were high- 
lighted through the media at home and abroad. As they 
were 3 weeks ago following an illegal march by various 
clergymen and others on Parliament. This intensifica- 
tion of the politicization of the Anglican Church, 
amongst others, follows similar action initiated by radi- 
cal organizations to politicize local black government, 
through rent boycotts and other action; black education, 
through school boycotts and arson attacks; and trade 
unionism, through militant action. 


The politicization of black community life in these and 
other areas is part of a confrontationist strategy aimed at 
making the country ungovernable. Radical organizations 
continue to pursue this strategy, even though it is now 
widely accepted that as a strategy it is not viable and has 
no future. 


Insofar as the churches are concerned, the strategy is to 
project a climate of confrontation between the state and 
the church. As “Comment” noted last week, however, 
the confrontation, to the extent that there is a confron- 
tation, is not between the state and the church, but 
between the state and certain individual church leaders 
who have aligned themselves with radical political 
movements whose intent it is to make South Africa 
ungovernable. In the absence of a concrete state-church 
confrontation, actions such as the illegal march on 
Parliament and the highly publicized crisis meeting of 
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bishops must be seen as an attempt by certain political 
clergymen to provoke a confrontation between their 
particular denominations and the state. 


The focal point of yesterday's meeting of Anglican bish- 
ops was the archbishop of Cape Town. Archbishop Tutu 
has chosen to cultivate a high political profile. And, the 
fear now expressed by his bishops !s that the government 
will take action against him. The record, however, shows 
that legitimate political protest is freely exercised by all 
in South Africa—and Archbishop Tutu’s own outspoken 
and repeated criticism of the government of the day 
bears bountiful testimony to the depth of free political 
expression in this country. 


There is no state-church confrontation in South Africa 
today. Whether Archbishop Tutu and his fellow political 
clergymen wish to continue on a course that could 
ultimately provoke a confrontation between their 
churches and the state is a matter entirely of their own 
choosing. 


Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 22 Mar 
MB230632 Johannesburg SAPA in English 0628 GMT 
23 Mar 88 


[Text] Pretoria Mar 23 SAPA—Here is the unrest report 
for yesterday issued 5, the police public relations divi- 
sion in Pretoria: 


The following unrest-related incidents were reported 
overnight: 


At Clermont (near Pinetown), extensive damage was 
caused when a group of blacks set fire to five 16-ton 
trucks. 


In another incident in the area, a 30-year-old white man 
allegedly took a wrong turn and ended up in the town- 
ship. A group of blacks threw a petrol-bomb at his 
vehicle, setting it alight. The vehicle was destroyed and 
the driver was slightly injured. 


At Pinetown (Natal), a group of blacks gathered illegally 
and refused to disperse. Police used tearsmoke to dis- 
perse them and arrested four youths. 


At Ntuzuma (Durban), a group of biacks attacked a black 
man. They set him alight and hacked him with pangas 
[machete]. He sustained serious injuries. 


At KwaDengezi (near Pinetown), a private vehicle was 
extensively damaged when a group of blacks hurled a 
petrol-bomb at it. Police used tearsmoke and birdshot to 
disperse the mob. 


In two other incidents in the area, a house and a vehicle 
were badly damaged in petrol-bomb attacks. 
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At Mamelodi (Pretoria) a black woman was slightly 
injured when a petrol-bomb was hurled at a private 
dwelling. 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB231026 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Equates ANC, IRA Terror — Comparing the 
crime of the Sharpeville Six with the recent killing of two 
British soldiers at an IRA funeral in Be!fast, Johannes- 
burg THE CITIZEN in Engl'sk on 22 March in a page 6 
editorial notes: “Our view is that terror is terror, wher- 
ever it is practised and whatever the causes for which the 
terrorists supposedly fight. We hope Britain will appre- 
ciate that the ANC kills innocents and security force 
members just as the IRA does. The ANC is a terrorist 
Organisation and should not be allowed to run offices in 
Britain. Just imagine if we allowed the IRA to have an 
office here.” 


STAR: No Newspaper Safe After NEW NATION Clo- 
sure — Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 23 
March in a page 10 editorial attacks the closing of the 
NEW NATION, declaring press frcedom “‘touk a savage 
and om:nous blow yesterday....” The action is a “chilling 
minder of the lengths to which the government is ready 
iO gO in its attempts to impose thought control. After 
this, nO newspaper is safe.” “Closing down newspapers 
which express views or report news which the govern- 
ment doesn't like will not make those things go away. 
Rather it is likely to breed more opposition, more 
resentment, while closing one more safety valve. Even 
from the government's blinkered viewpoint, this line of 
action should seem like a gross misjudgment. That it is 
unable to rec gnize this is the most Ominous aspect of 
all.” 


BUSINESS DAY: RSA Succumbs to ‘Lawless Rule’ — 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English for 23 March 
headlines its page 6 editorial criticism of yesterday's 
ciosing of the NEW NATION “Lawless Rule”. South 
Africa, the paper asserts, “can no longer claim to have a 
free press and in this respect, as in others, it has left the 
ranks of civilised nations....Newspapers convey a partial 
and distorted picture of reality.... The essence of a closed 
society is that everything in it...becomes a matter of 
backroom conniving, fawning and rigging. It is a grubby, 
underhand existence.” “...Government’s opponents—or 
those it deems opponents—are locked away indefinitely 
for crimes which cannot be defined in the law, and are 
punished without a chance to rebut the charges against 
them. The law has been cast aside and SA is becoming a 
place without law, a jungle.” 


SOWETAN: Government Intends to Punish ‘Viciously’ 
— Johannesburg SOWETAN in English for 23 March 
carries a page | comment on the closure of the NEW 
NATION. “The intention is to punish those who do not 
toe the line, and the government seems determined to do 
it viciously.” “It seems, in spite of all the laws at its 
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disposal, the government is not prepared to test the cases 
it has made out against newspapers in a court of law, and 
outside the media regulations. We challenge the minister 
[Home Affairs Minister Stoffel Botha] to do just this.” 
“Now, the NEW NATION has been given the chop. The 
next victim could be anybody. Yet we keep telling the 
world that we are a democracy.” 


VADERLAND Questions ANC Violence Against Blacks 
— In an editorial on page 10, Johannesburg DIE 
VADERLAND in Afrikaans on 21 March says: “Six 
blacks died in incidents of terror this past week, three in 
the bomb explosion at Krugersdorp, and three when 
suspected terrorists shot them in Atteridgeville, Pretoria. 
Five of the six were policemen. Which raises the ques- 
tion: With how much more revulsion would whites—and 
in particular Afrikaners—view these deeds had the vic- 
tums been white members of the police force?” “It is 
common knowledge that in its campaign of violence 
against this country, the ANC does not differentiate 
between the races. Yet there are still some black clerics in 
South Africa who continue to speak in favor of such 
deeds. Equally dangerous is the violence option nurtured 
by certain right-wing Afrikaner circles as the only 
counter to the ANC. Violence fought by violence almost 
always ends in catastrophe. And that is just what the 
ANC would like to achieve.” 


BEELD on Importance of Peaceful Negotiation — In an 
editorial on page 14, Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
on 22 March .ays: “In Harare Dr Mangosuthu Buthelezi, 
leader of South Africa’s largest ethnic group, told a 
gathering of the Interaction Council on Southern Africa 
and Apartheid that international, as well as domestic 
black strategies against South Africa have failed because 
South Africa’s military and economic strength has been 
underestimated.” “In Frankfurt, Mr John Kane-Berman 
of the South African Institute of Race Relations told the 
annual meeting of the International Society for Human 
Rights that the outside world cannot end apartheid, that 
outsiders are not he'ping by pretending they can, that the 
black opposition in South Africa was not fighting for 
human rights but for parliamentary representation, and 
that the political struggle against apartheid has become 
subject to a power struggle between different black 
political organizations which cannot be solved in a short 
time. Would that their audiences listened to these two 
speakers. Political rhetoric, emotional incitement, sanc- 
tions, boycotts, and the cowardly ANC will solve noth- 
ing. They merely hamper attempts inside South Africa to 
create a climate for peaceful negotiation.” 


Belfast, RSA Violence Share Similar Roots — In a 


second editorial on the same page, BEEL! continues: 
“In the past week Britain has been shak-: ision 
material showing two British soldiers utally 
murdered. The incident is virtually iden to the 


barbarism which has crupted sporadically in South 
Africa in the past few years.” “Only the reaction differs 
drastically. While the Belfast episode is condemned, it is 
made to appear as insanity; the same in South Africa is 
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said to be the heritage of apartheid. This makes a 
mockery of the lip service the West pays to the struggle 
against international terrorism while calling similar inci- 
dents in South Africa a normal reaction to extraordinary 
circumstances. Barbarism, like terrorism, is precisely 
that, regardless against whom and where it ts perpetrat- 
ed.” 


BURGER Says Blacks Blocking Negotiations — “The 
government is accused of putting the brake on reform, 
and of not being serious about negotiating with people of 
color on a new constitution,” says Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afrikaans on 2! March in an editorial on 
page 10. “But from Minister Chris Heunis’ statement at 
the weekend, it is clear once again that the only stum- 
bling block to the creation of a new dispensation is the 
reluctance of black leaders to participate in negotiation. 
The government has paved the way for a forum in the 
shape of the proposed national council.” “There are 
black leaders who, like the government, favor a peaceful 
approach, but they fear intimidation. Others speak out in 
public against violence, but they set preconditions for 
participation in dialogue on a new dispensation.” “It 
must be realized that negotiation is a process of give and 
take. By setting demands beforehand, the door to nego- 
tiation is being shut.” 


REPUBLIKEIN Assesses Constitutional Challenges — 
Some “far-reaching developments have placed South- 
West Africa/Namibia face to face with challenges which 
will demand the best from this country and its people.” 
says Windhoek DIE REPUBLIKEIN in Afrikaans on 21 
March in its page 8 editorial. There was a “degree of 
« ptimism when the Windhoek Supreme Court ruled on 
its interpretation of Proclamation AG 8 of 1980.” “How- 
ever, the optimism was soon dashed by Administrator 
General Louis Pienaar in his address at Katima Mulilo. 
It was clear, regardless of how he tried to phrase it, that 
he did not approve of the Supreme Court ruling. This 
will of necessity mean that South Africa and the admin- 
istration here will both be seeking clarification.” 


Zimbabwe 


Mugabe Defends Use of Troops in Mozambique 
MB220650 Harare Domestic Service in English 
0400 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The president, Comrade Robert Mugabe, says 
Zimbabwe has been forced to move some units of its 
ground forces into Mozambique to safeguard access to 
the sea. Speaking at a reception that he hosted for 
members of the Interaction Council, comprising former 
heads of government, Comrade Mugabe said Zimbabwe 
had to take this move because South Africa is bent on 
keeping the Frontline States economically dependent on 
her for trade and transport to world markets. 


Comrade Mugabe said South African acts of destabiliza- 
tion in the subregion have succeeded in frustrating 
development efforts, delaying the independence of 
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Namibia, and denying freedom to the majority of South 
African blacks. The president told guests that South 
African destabilization activities have caused billions of 
dollars of damage in the Frontline States. He said 
thousands of people have been killed, maimed, or driven 
out of their homes and their country by the destructive 
activities of Pretoria and its agents. 
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Comrade Mugabe said in the face of South Africa’s 
refusai to talk to genuine representatives of the people, 
and to international organizations such as the Interac- 
tion Group, only mandatory economic sanctions against 
her would bring about lasting peace. 
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Benin 


Benin, CSSR Youth Groups Sign Protocol 
AB221836 Cotonou Domestic Service in French 
1930 GMT 21 Mar 88 


[Text] A protocol agreement was signed this morning 
between the Czechoslovak Youth Union and the Benin 
Revolutionary Youth Organization [OJRBj at the OJRB 
Headquarters in Cotonou. The Czechoslovak youth del- 
egation was led by Comrade (Lesemir Logomiye) and the 
OJRB delegation by Comrade Houdoually Yves, deputy 
chairman of the OJRB. 


Comrade (Lesemir Logomiye), leader of the Czechoslo- 
vak youth delegation, said in a statement chat the cere- 
mony is proof of the desire of our youth to dynamically 
strengthen their cooperative ties. He expressed the satis- 
faction of the entire deiegation with their 4-day visit to 
our country. He also expressed satisfaction with the 
major achievements of the Beninese people's revolution 
and the enthusiasm with which the youth fulfill their 
tasks in spite of the economic crisis. He also presented to 
the OJRB a consignment of sporting equipment com- 
prising 10 handballs, 5 volleyballs, and a volleyball net, 
a gift from the Czechoslovak youth. 


Comrade Houdoually Yves, OJRB deputy chairman, 
thanked the Czechoslovak youth delegation for agreeing 
to visit the People’s Republic of Benin and for the gift of 
sporting equipment thai it had just presented to the 
OJRB. He stated that the gesture is a sign of the strong 
cooperative ties between our two countries and of the 
solidarity between the Czechoslovak youth and the 
OJRB. 


Burkina Faso 


Future of ‘Horizon FM’ Radio Uncertain 
AB231048 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program] 


[Text] Residents of Burkina Faso’s capital, Ouagadou- 
gou, were enraptured when a new independent radio 
station, Horizon FM, began blasting the airwaves with 
fast-talking DJ's, jingles, exciting African music, and 
other rhythms, and lots of chitchat. But there was some 
uneasiness among the new faces that had taken up the 
country following the fall of Thomas Sankara. Horizon 
FM was ordered to be quiet for the time being while its 
future was sorted out. Today, and nearly 4 months later, 
Horizon FM’s future is still being sorted out and the 
Station is still quiet. Ofeibea Quist-Arcton asked its 
manager, Moustapha Toumbiano, on the line to Ouaga- 
dougou, what is going on? 
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{Toumbiano] Horizon FM ts still waiting for government 
to tell him to start working and we had our last meet- 
ing— that was on the 9th [ of March]—with the members 
composed of sx m)nistries who are now looking into the 
possibilities for Hivrizon FM to go again on the air. 


{Quist-Arcton] When Network spoke to you early last 
month, you were so optimistic that you were going to be 
back on the air by the end of the week. What happened? 


{[Toumbiano] Well. you know things sometimes take a 
slow start, so this week here we have our national 
cultural week and there is no one right now in Ouaga- 
dougou. Everybody is in Koudougou which is about 100 
miles away from Ouagadougou so | have to wait tll the 
end of our national week of culture which will be ending 
on Saturday, so we will have to have another meeting 
next week coming. 


{Quist-Arcton] So what has the government said? What 
exactly did they say to Horizon FM? 


{[Toumbiano] We have been talking about—I think it is 
right what the government is doing—they are talking 
about the security of this radio station to make sure that 
nobody comes in and picks up the microphone and starts 
talking some rubbish. That is what it 1s. 


[Quist-Arcton] So you are happy with that? 


[Toumbiano] | think it gives me security for my own 
person too. The radio being a very powerful arm and a 
very powerful weapon, | think it 1s good to look into the 
security of the radio station. 


[Quist-Arcton] It must be costing you a lot of money 
though to be off air when you were hardly on air? 


{Toumbiano] | did invest a lot of money but right now 
we are waiting and there is nothing happening so we are 
not really functioning so what I am doing right now, | am 
turning the radio station into a recording studio for the 
time being. 


{Quist-Arcton}] So when do you think Horizon FM will 
be back on the airwaves? 


{[Toumbiano] | think maybe within a month. 
[Quist-Arcton] How sure can you be? 


[Toumbiano] | am very sure. | think the Burkinabe 
Government is not against our Horizon FM because a lot 
of newspapers are writing about i! and they are reading 
it, they are listening to the BBC. The other day a minister 
said to me: I listened to the BBC and you were on the air. 
So I said all right, that’s good. So it tells me that they are 
listening. 
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{Quist-Arcton] Well, Moustapha Toumbiano, do let us 
know when Horizon FM goes back on the air and good 
luck to you. 


{Toumbiano] I will let you know as soon as Horizon gets 
on the air and maybe before a month, I'll let you know. 
I'll call you myself. 


Cape Verde Islands 


Pereira, Guinea's Conte Hold Further Talks 
AB222133 Conakry Domestic Service in French 
1945 GMT 2 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] Today is the second leg of the visit by Presi- 
dent Lansana Conte to Cape Verde. The second day of 
his visit was dedicated to bilateral talks between the two 
heads of state. Sckou Amadou Traore has more details: 


[Traore] General Lansana Conte and his Cape Verdian 
counterpart, President Aristides Pereira, continued their 
talks on issues of mutual concern. That is why the visit 
started by President Conte in Cape Verde yesterday is 
not a simple protocol visit. He was warmly welcomed by 
his Cape Verdian counterpart and the purpose of his 
visit 1s to strengthen the relations between Conakry and 
Praia, age-old bonds of friendship and cooperation that 
have long existed between the two countries and our two 


peoples. [passage omitted] 
Ghana 


Unions ‘At * With Government 
AB230851 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GMT 22 Mar &8 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] Ghana's PNDC government is apparently having 
a gO at mending fences with the country’s unions. The 
unions have been at loggerheads with the government on 
a number of occasions over economic measures and 
particularly over deals with the International Monetary 
Fund involving (?cutbacks), devaluations, privatization 
and the like. Al one time last year, things reached such a 
pass that security forces surrounded the headquarters of 
the Trade Union Congress, TUC, in Accra. But now 
Kojo Tsikata, perhaps one of the PNDC’s most powerful 
members and a close advisor to flight Lieutnant Raw- 
lings, has addressed the TUC and admitted that some 
mistakes have been made. From Accra, Ben Asante 
cabled this report: 


[Begin Asante recording] Captain Tsikata’s speech was 
one of the frankest in the recent memory. | must admit 
openly, he said, that we in government have been partly 
responsible for allowing a communication gap to devel- 
op. which was then exploited by the reactionaries and 
enemies of the people often posing as our allies. | am 
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confident of workes’ maturity in seeing through the 
pretenses. | believe you know that we do aot seek a 
ccmmon course with the working people for purely 
opportunistic reasons. 


Turning to the government economic policy and the 
austerity measures associated with the IMF, he said, 
there may be a few elements among us who are impatient 
and who, out of theoretical considerations are critical of 
the strategy we have adopted. But, looking alt govern- 
ment’s economic record since 1982, he said, it 1s clear 
that the government has taken the right decisions to save 
the country from economic colapse. In the end, Tsikata 
argued that economic salvation did not lie with the IMF 
and the World Bank regulations. It is, he said, rather the 
hard work and commitment of the working people of 
Ghana themselves. 


Captain Tsikata’s speech at the congress has generated a 
lot of comments and discussions among Ghanaians. 
Many were pleasantly surprised at the PNDC member's 
open admission of a communication gap between the 
government and the people. This gap has been there for 
some time and was mainly responsible for the ghastly 
insurrection [words indistinct] in 1966, for example. It 
has also brought unnecessary tensions between the gov- 
ernment and various sectors of the populace, notably the 
students and press. Mention of the press brings to mind 
the popular view that a free and objective press would go 
a long way to close, if not eliminate this gap. And now, 
there is Optimism that this call for better information 
flow will mark the begirning of a period of better 
communication between the government and the people. 
[end recording] 


Britain Gives Land Rovers to Education Ministry 
AB230930 Accra Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Excerpt; Ghana yesterday received six Land Rovers 
from the British Government to help the Ministry of 
Education and Culture to monitor progress in the distri- 
bution and utilization of science equipment provided for 
junior sec’ adary schools under a British grant. The Land 
Rovers are the first batch of a total nine valued at 
110,000 pounds sterling or nearly 37.8 million cedis. The 
British high commissioner to Ghana, Mr Arthur Whyte, 
handed the vehicles over to the secretary for education 
and culture, Dr Ben Abdailah, in Accra. Mr Whyte said 
the presentation of the vehicles is a further proof of 
Britain's support for Ghana’s educational reforms. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


Liberia 
Coup Attempt Foiled ‘Last Week’ 


22 Mar Announcement 
AB221602 Paris AFP in French 1552 GMT 22 Mar 88 


{Text} Monrovia, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Liberian security 
forces last week fouled another assassination attempt on 
President Samuel Doe and arrested |2 persons involved 
in the plot, Information Minister Emmanuel Bowier 
announced on Tuesday [22 March]. 
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Mr Bowier announced that 19 soldiers and civilians were 
involved in this attempted coup which was aimed at 
“destabilizing the country by assassinating President 


Among the !|2 persons arrested are Liberian Unification 
Party presidential candidate, William Gabriel Kpolleh, 
as well as the vice president of that party. Harold 
Ndama. Several m:titary officers were also involved in 
the plot, and some are currently on the run, Mr Bowier 
‘ated. 


A large quantity of arms and military equipment were 
also discovered last Wednesday [16 March) n an appart- 
ment in a Monrovia suburh. The apartment belongs to a 
girl friend of one of the plotters, the minister pointed 
out. 


Mr Bowier indicated that the Liberian security forces 
have the situation under control and stated that investi- 
gations are going on. 


This is the eighth attempted coup against President Doe 
since he came to power on 12 April, 1980. 


Plotters ‘At Large’ 
AB221622 Paris AFP in English 1610 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Excerpts] Monrovia, March 22 (AFP)—Liberian secu- 
rity forces have uncovered a plot to assassinate President 
Samuel Doe in a coup, Minister of Information Emma- 
nuel Bowier said Tuesday [22 March]. The plot, which 
was uncovered last week, was designed to “destabilize 
the country”, he said. [passage omitted] 


Mr. Bowier told a press conference that the security 
forces were continuing to hunt the seven plotters who 
were still at large. Police identified one of the wanted 
men as Captain Freeman Yanzee. A nationwide alert has 
been put out for his arrest. Among those already arrested 
was an opposition counselor Cephas Gbandi, Mr Bowier 
said. [passage omitted] 


Conspirators Named 
AB221722 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The joint security of Liberia has undercovered a 
conspiracy designed to destabilize the Government of 
Liberia, creating internal strife and overthrow the gov- 
ernment by assassinating the president of Liberia. Per- 
sons implicated in the conspiracy include the following 
members of the Armed Forces of Liberia: Captain Free- 
man N. Yanzee, Captain Larry Norgoon Warrant Officer 
Peter Barrow, Staff Sergeant Johnson Noah, Staff Ser- 
geant Habaka Gunyan, Private William Carr. 


Others included Mr Joe Robert Kerpy, a Liberian who is 
s2id to be an ex-U.S. military personnel; Mr William 
Gabriel Kpolleh of the Liberian Uni‘ication Party 
(LUP); Mr Harold Ndama, vice standard-bearer of LUP. 
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According to an Information Ministry release, quoted by 
the national radio station, others included Counsellor 
Cephas Gbandi., legal counselor of the Liberian Unifica- 
tia Party [LUP]; Joseph Cooper: Joseph L. Morris, 
former employee of the Forestry Development Authori- 
ty; Mathiew Okofaine; John Sharpe; John Cooper, James 
Wewieh; (Apathey Koromah); Mr Kamekor, and Mr 
Janisah, former employee of LPRC [Liberia Petroleum 
Refining Company]. 


According to the Joint Security Forces, a large quantity 
of arms, ammunition, and uniforms to include other 
military hardware were seized from a building on the old 
road in Sinkor, owned by a Mrs Winifred Jones of 
Monrovia. The building in question is occupied by a 
Miss Celia Lawrence, a girlfriend of Mr Joe Robert 
Kerpy, one of the alleged conspirators. According to the 
Information Ministry release, the government is assuring 
citizens and foreign residents that the situation ts under 
control. 


Meanwhile, investigations to the conspiracy “— .vntinu- 
ing and the government is advising all news organs, 
foreign correspondents, and stringers to avoid any form 
of editorializing, commentary, letters to the editors, or 
cartoons regarding this issue until it is formally resolved 
through a court of law. In order to protect the rights and 
liberties of the suspects as well as to protect public 
interests, all news organs and foreign correspondents are 
requested to avoid any prejudice against the parties 
concerned by engaging in direct reporting of events void 
of opinions and editorial commentaries. 


Al the same time, the joint security forces of the Repub- 
lic of Liberia is calling on the following persons to 
immediately turn themselves «ito the nearest security 
officer, police station, or military barracks to assist it the 
joint security forces in the conspiracy investigation. 
They are: Captain Freeman N. Yanzee , Staff Sgt Kabaka 
Gunyan, Staff Sgt Johnson Noah, John Sharpe, Joseph 
K. Cooper, Mathiew Okofaine. 


Meanwhile, the joint security is appealing to the public 
in general not to engage in any action which could aid in 
concealing the identity or locations of the mentioned 
persons who are wanted in connection with the investi- 
gations being conducted by the joint security forces. 
Warning is hereby given that anyone harboring any of 
these individuals in his home will be doing so at his own 
risk. 


‘All Quiet’ in Monrovia 
AB230817 London BBC World Service ir English 
0630 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[From the “Network Africa” program—hosted by Hilton 
Fyle] 


[Text] Yesterday, Liberia's minister of information, 
Emmanuel Bowicr, called in the news media and told 
them there had been a coup plot against his government. 
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He said the plot was uncovered last Wednesday [16 
Marcii] and involved taking over the government and 
assassinating the president, Samuel Doe. Isaac Bantu 
was at this news conference. He is on the line from 
Monrovia now: 


[Fyle] Isaac, did the minister, Mr Bowier, say who the 
ploiters were? 


[Bantu] He read out 19 names of conspirators who were 
responsible. Seven of them are still at large. Among the 
seven you have a captain, two staff sergeants. and the 
rest are civilians. They have been asked to turn them- 
selves over to the bureaus of security officers, or police 
Stations, or military barracks, to assist the joint security 
forces in their conspiracy investigation. And also, the 
standard-bearer of the Liberia Unification Party, Wil- 
liam Kpolieh, was also implicated along with his legal 
counsel, Cephas Ghandi, who is also a professor at the 
{mame indistinct] school of law at the University of 
Liberia. 


[Fyle] Some 12 people are under arrest. When is the trial 
taking place? 


[Bantu] We were trying to ask him about this question 
yesterday at the press conference but he didn’t say when. 
He just told us that when the joint security forces 
complete their investigation then they will announce to 
the public as to when the trial will resume. 


[Fyle] Has there been any shakeup in the security situa- 
tion in Monrovia for example? Are the armored trucks 
and armored cars in the streets for instance? 


[Bantu] No, no, no. Not so, not so. 
[Fyle] So all is quite? 


[Bantu] Yes, all is quiet here in Monrovia. 


Firestone To Sell Rubber Plantations 
AB231041 Paris AFP in French 1440 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Monrovia, 22 Mar (AFP)}—The most important 
American company in Liberia, the Firestone Rubber 
Company, is planning to sell its plantations in Lit<:)a, 
and official of the company announced. 


Quoted today by the DAILY OBSERVER newspaper. 
P.J. Bracewell, head of the company’s legal department, 
indicated that Japan's Bridgestone firm and Pirelli of 
Italy have announced their intention to buy Firestone. 
The proposals are currently being studied by the 
Firestone headquarters in Akron (Ohio, United States). 
the official added. 
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Firestor<, which cultivated a million acres (400,000 
hectares) of land in Liberia under a long lease signed in 
1926. has already handed over a quarter of its planta- 
tions to the Liberian authorities in 1970, dur: ..g the fall 
in the price of natural rubber. 


Rubber is the Liberia's second major export commodity 
after iron ore and constitutes |3 percent of the country’s 
foreign exchange revenue, as against 70 percent for iron 
ore. 


Mali 


Economic Liberalization Launched 
AB231149 Paris AFP in French 0746 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[By AFP special correspondent Patrice Collen] 


[Text] Bamako, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Mali. one of the poorest 
countries in the world, has just prudently launched a 
liberalization program to attempt to stop the detenora- 
tion of an economy that was badly affected by misman- 
agement, drought, and the drop in the price of cotton, 
one of the country’s few export resources. 


General Moussa Traore’s regime, in power for 20 years, 
in 1979 started a recovery program for state enterprises 
and in 1982. a first agreement was sigaed with the IMF. 
“But the measures prescribed under these agreements 
were general and could not enable «us to restore the basic 
economic balance,” Malian Prime Minister Mamadou 
Dembele stressed in an interview with AFP. It has only 
been in the past few months that Mali, at last, seriously 
Started its economic liberalization program according to 
the measures prescribed by the World Bank, the IMF, 
and the main Western investors in Africa south of the 
Sahara. According to the prime minister, if Mali has 
obviously delayed the implementation of these mea- 
sures, it is because international financial institutions 
imposed “draconian solutions” on the country. “There 
is in these measures a great social component that calls 
for some prudence,” Mr Demibele said. 


The liberalization prescriptions of the IMF and the 
Worid Bank, according to Western specialists, were also 
coldly rece. ved by the sole party, the Democratic Union 
of Malian People (UDPM), and by the Army, which 
receives Soviet equipment and is traditionally Moscow- 
oriented. In spite of the reserve and delays, the Malian 
Government, which has just ended a new series of 
difficult negotiations with the World Bank, seems dis- 
posed to trimming the state sector. The Malian Devel- 
opment Bank (BDM), an institution with Malian capital 
responsible for 70 per cent of transactions in the country, 
has laid off one third of its employees, a surgical opera- 
tion that investors deemed indispensable before embark- 
ing, On any complete economic restructure. 
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Another pillar of the planned economy has just collapsed 
with the suppression of the monopoly of the almighty 
SOMIEX, a state firm that monopolized all the import- 
export activities in the country. The World Bank recom- 
mended the dissolution of this firm but faced very strong 
Opposition from Malian authorities who brought up the 
social consequences it will involve (4,500 wage earners). 
They also stressed the difficulties of reaching the 
country’s remotest regions, that private businessmen will 
refuse to supply with goods at a reasonable cost. 


As for Air Mali, which organizes a few flights to the 
interior with an old Soviet aircraft in spite of its recent 
liquidation, negotiations are under way for the resump- 
tion of joint flights with foreign partners. 


According to informed sources, the Soviet company 
Aeroflot might be in a good position in these negotia- 
tions and might agree to resume Air Mali’s international 
flights, to which other Western candidates, notably the 
French airline UTA, through one of its affiliates are 
totally opposed. 


According to the prime minister, the state economic 
sector employs about 10,000 persons, out of which about 
one third (3,688) will have to be retrenched or rede- 
ployed. Fifteei. state companies are going to be liquidat- 
ed, 14 will see their working capital opened to private 
participation and six will remain entirely under state 
portfolios. “If in the past state companies were able to 
earn the title of the gains of the people, today they are a 
burden to the people,” the prime minister emphasized 
and stressed the need for the “explanation” campaign for 
the cadres and the people. 


In the immediate future, the private sector is not in a 
rush to take over things from the state. “We have not yet 
had any serious offers to take over the companies from 
which the state is totally withdrawing,” the prime min- 
ister admitted. According to Mr Dembele, the only 
possibility showing up concerns the cooperative societ- 
ies. Malian workers are taking up the management of 
their own enterprises themselves. This solution is, how- 
ever, viewed with caution by the international financial 
institutions, which emphasize that the liabilities of these 
enterprises have not been liquidated and remain intact. 


Nigeria 


National Petroleum Corporation Privatized 
AB221146 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Excerpt] The Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- 
tion, NNPC, has been fully commercialized to operate as 
an international oil company. Consequently, the corpo- 
ration will henceforth be financially autonomous in its 
Operations so as to ensure efficiency and profitability. 
President Ibrahim Babangida announced this yesterday 
in Kaduna while commissioning the linear alkali benzine 
petrochemical plant. He said that the NNPC would now 
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engage in exploration, production, processing, transpor- 
tation, and marketing of crude oil and gas, including 
[words indistinct]. Government has also mandated the 
company to pursue vigorously negotiations with foreign 
firms to acquire equity interests in refineries abroad. 
Similarly, all customers with the NNPC have been 
directed to ensure prompt payment of services rendered. 


President Babangida explained that these measures were 
taken to ensure that the NNPC maintained its leadership 
role in the development of profitable gas (and) petro- 
leum- based industries. To achieve these objectives, the 
president disclosed that the Ministry of Resources was 
being strengthened to effectively perform its new role in 
this direction. [passage omitted] 


OPEC Chairman Lukman Postpones Press Conference 
AB221700 Paris AFP in English 1534 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Lagos, March 22 (AFP)—A planned press confer- 
ence by the OPEC chairman, Nigerian Oil Minister 
Rilwanu Lukman, has been postponed indefinitely, it 
was Officially announced here Tuesday [22 March]. 


Nigeria’s National Petroleum Corporation (NPC) said in 
the statement that the conference was postponed because 
of “other engagements of the minister.” A new date for 
the conference will be announced soon, the statement 
added. The statement confirmed earlier reports from the 
headquarters of the Organization of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries in Vienna. 


The reports drove oil prices down further on the London 
market as Mr. Lukman was expected to give long- 
awaited clarification on OPEC pricing policy and pro- 
duction levels. 


Ministers To Undergo Audit Inquiries 
AB222004 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Ministers are now to be subjected to audit queries 
by the auditor general of the federation. They will also 
abide by any ruling made by the special committee on 
disposal of payments. President Ibrahim Babangida 
announced this today at Dodan Barracks while receiving 
the report of the task force on civil service reforms. The 
president explained that measures were being introduced 
to enhance accountability among civil servants and 
disabuse the minds of (?critics) who claim that the new 
reforms would usher in an era of financial irresponsibil- 
ity. He said that rather than weakening financial control, 
the civil service reforms would ensure that both public 
functionaries and political appointees were held fully 
accountable for public funds entrusted to them. 


General Babangida disclosed that the guidelines on civil 
service reforms will be issued to every civil servant and 
public officer at federal and state levels as a handbook. 
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He said that since the country had opted for the presi- 
dential system of government, it was only appropriate to 
strike a balance between the civil service administration 
and the presidential management style. 


The task force, which was headed by the chief of Naval 
Staff, Vice Admiral Patrick Koshonu, recommended. 
among other things, that an audit [words indistinct] be 
set up to deal with cases of prepayment audii irregular- 
ities. It also recommended that further decentralization 
of powers and functions be made down the line for 
senior officers without abdicating their responsibilities. 


On the federal character, the task force suggested that the 
constitutional provisions be retained. It, however, 
warned all promotions on the higher grades to be based 
solely on merit, performance, seniority, and qualifica- 
tion. This is to ensure that the government always puts 
forward its best officers for challenging assignments. 


Priorities for British Investors Established 
AB222122 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Details of priority areas for future British invest- 
ments in Nigeria have been presented to the British 
business community in London. The areas include agri- 
culture, food processing, manufacturing and equipment 
rehabilitation. The minister of external affairs, Major 
General Ike Nwachukwu, presented the list while 
addressing the British business community at the Queen 
Elizabeth conference hall. General Nwachukwu empha- 
sized Nigeria’s desire for investments in export-oriented 
projects as well as the desire in the country of increasing 
trade flows and the reduction in the (?average) trade 
balance. He said the government was aware that some of 
them had complained about difficulties they encoun- 
tered in business contacts with Nigeria. 


Some of the complaints, the minister stated, included 
difficulties in getting visas, including multiple entry 
visas, the number of organizations they have to deal with 
before (?sending out) earnings and profits from Nigeria, 
are some the regulations they consider as disincentives to 
foreign investments. [sentence as heard] The minister 
told them that federal military government has taken 
due note of the complaints and efforts are being made to 
improve upon these conditions. 


The minister and members of his delegation returned to 


Lagos early today. 


Satellite Dishes for Foreign News Banned 
AB230633 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The use of satellite antennae to receive foreign 
broadcasts by individuals has been declared illegal by the 
Federal Government. The minister of information, 
Prince Tony Momoh, while answering questions at a 
news briefing in Lagos today, said that anybody caught 
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indulging in the practice would be prosecuted. He fur- 
ther announced that an investigation would soon be 
carried Oul to apprehend those who engage in the prac- 
tice. Prince Momoh said that the Federal Government 
was making efforts to acquire radio sets that would only 
receive the FRCN [Federal Radio Corporation of Nige- 
ria} stations throughout the country and the state radio 
stations. This, he said, was to ensure adequate dissemi- 
nation of information about the country. The minister 
pledged to revitalize the operations of Voice of Nigeria 
through adequate funding. 


He pointed out that the country’s new external publicity 
posture now emphasized on condemning those that give 
Nigeria a bad image, while encouragments would be 
offered to those who that give her a good image. To this 
end, the ministry was revamping its [word indistinct] 
public enlightenment offices located all over the federa- 
tion to enable them to help in the mobilization program 
of the government. 


Prince Momoh also commented on the External Public- 
ity Department of the Ministry which, he said, had 
carved oul an inspectorate division to keep on course 
Nigeria’s information centers abroad. He pointed out 
that a new center would be opened in Malabo, Equatorial 
Guinea, next month, bringing to 10 the number of such 
centers. 


The minister stated that a museum of national unity was 
being planned for each state of the federation and Abuja 
in addition to those museums which already existed in 
the states. Such unity museums, which had been 
approved for Ibadan, Enugu, Sokoto, and Maiduguri, 
were in advanced stages of completion, while those of 
Port-Harcourt, Minna, Makurdi, Ilorin, and Abuja were 
being worked out. 


Babangida Receives Iranian Charge d‘Affaires 
AB230946 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] Nigeria has called for increased international 
efforts to restore peace in the Middle East and Persian 
Gulf. Speaking when he granted audience to the Iranian 
charge d'affaires in Nigeria, Mr (Sa’id Molteza Muhe- 
dari), President Ibrahim Babangida reaffirmed the Fed- 
eral Government's desire to assist in finding a lasting 
solution to the crisis. 


The Iranian envoy was in Dodan Barracks to brief the 
president on his country’s stand in its conflict with Iraq. 
General Babangida thanked him for the first-hand infor- 
mation and said that it would help Nigeria to contribute 
more effectively in the peace process. 


Mr (Molteza Muhedari), who delivered a special message 
from the Iranian Government to President Babangida, 
spoke of his country’s interest in increasing cooperation 
with Nigeria, especially in the field of mining. 
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Kaduna State Governor on Religious Disturbances 
AB231044 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] The Kaduna state governor, Lieutenant Abubakar 
Umar, has expressed the hope that the state has wit- 
nessed its last of religious disturbances. The governor 
gave this indication today in Kaduna while receiving the 
commandant, Nigeria Army School of Infaniry [NASI]. 
Jaye, Brigadier Oladipo Diya, at Government House. He 
said religious leaders have assured him during his recent 
meeting with them in Kaduna that all citizens of the 
States have all resolved to live in peace irrespective of 
their religious differences. 


Governor Umar expressed satisfaction with the cordial 
relations between military personnel and civilians in 
Kaduna, which has one of the largest military concentra- 
tions in the couniry. He said such a cordial relationship 
would favor good management among soldiers in the 
state. Brigadier Adiya thanked the Kaduna state govern- 
ment for providing water, (?schools for training) of 
military personnel, and for prompt paymen’ of salaries 
to staff of the schools. The commandant expressed the 
hope that good relations between the state government 
and NASI would be sustained. 


Task Force Set Up for Smooth Elections 
AB231117 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 23 Mar 88 


[Text] A four-tier task force has been set up by the Lagos 
State government and the state's electoral commission to 
ensure smooth conduct of Saturday's [26 March] local 
elections. Announcing this yesterday, the chairman of 
the National Electoral Commission [NEC], Prof Eme 
Awa, said the task force comprised people drawn from 
the state and local governments, the school management 
committee, and the NEC officials. Others are officials of 
the Directorate for Social Mobilization and law enforce- 
ment agencies. The task forces have the responsibility of 
making all the necessary arrangements at the state, local 
government, ward, and polling station levels. Professor 
Awa, who was addressing a news conference in Lagos, 
said that the task forces have sorted out and readjusted 
local government boundaries among other assignments. 


The National Electoral Commission has also enlisted the 
services of a higher caliber of people for the elections. He 
said the law enforcement agencies had also given assur- 
ance that their personnel would be available in large 
numbers to maintain law and order. The NEC chairman 
urged the electorate to observe the rules and regulations 
relating to elections. 


On elections outside Lagos, Professor Awa expressed the 
belief that in some cases, the NEC was dealing with 
conflicts of communal origin whose effects had spilt over 
into the election arena. The NEC, he explained, had 
noted that pent-up emotions which seem to enshrine 
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{word indistinct} ethnic but also clan chauvinism, had 
characterized the attitudes and behavior of some voters. 
Saturday's elections will involve 322 out of the 5,000 
wards in the country. 


Senegal 


Government Reduces Restrictions in Dakar 
AB221318 Dakar Domestic Service in French 
1305 GMT 22 Mar 8&8 


[Interior Ministry communique issued on 22 March in 
Dakar] 


[Text] The minister of the interior informs the public in 
the Dakar region that by a decree signed today, 22 
March, modifying Interior Ministry Decree No 2401 of 
21 February 1988: 


1. The ban on the movement of persons and goods in 
public areas is henceforth set at between 0000 and 0500 
during the period of the state of emergency. 


2. The ban on private meetings has been lifted. 


Opposition Leader Released From Custody 
AB221950 Paris AFP in French 1922 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 22 Mar (AFP)}—Amath Dansokho, leader 
of the Independent and Labor Party (PIT-Marxist) 
charged with treason, was granted bail yesterday 
evening, it was learned today from informed sources in 
Dakar. 


Mr Dansokho was arrested after the 28 February election 
along with Abdoulaye Wade, the main opponent of 
President Abdou Diouf in the presidential elections, as 
well as 11 militants of the Senegalese Democratic Party 
(Mr Wade's PDS). Health reasons were given to justify 
the bail granted to Mr Dansokho, who suffers from 
diabetes. 


Opposition Women Protest Cost of Living 
AB221646 Paris AFP in French 1607 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Dakar, 22 Mar (AFP}—Some 100 women who 
support the opposition demonstrated on Saturday [19 
March] in the streets of Thies, about 70 km from Dakar, 
to protest the high cost of living and especially the price 
of rice, it was learned today in Dakar from informed 
sources. 


Twenty-six women from the Senegalese Democratic 
Party (PDS-Liberal) and the Independence and Labor 
Party (PIT-Marxist) were arrested following this demon- 
stration, these sources state. The Thies region, where the 
first incidents broke out at the end of the election 
campaign, is not under a state of emergency like the 
Dakar region, but the demonstration had not been 
authorized. 
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The price of rice, the staple food of Senegalese city 
dwellers, had been one of the major issues in Abdoulaye 
Wade's presidential election campaign. Mr Wade and | 2 
other opposition leaders are still in prison and are 
waiting to be brought before court for trial. If found 
guilty, they may be given prison terms ranging from | to 
5 years for inciting violence, it is recalled. 


A demonstration of women of the opposition, during 
which some dozens of persons were arrested, had already 
taken place in downtown Dakar on 14 March. 


Sierra Leone 


National Currency Exchange Rate Altered 
AB231059 Paris AFP in French 1800 GMT 22 Mar 88 


[Text] Freetown, 22 Mar (AFP)}—The exchange rate for 
the Sierra Leonean currency has been increased to 29 
Leones to $1 since 21 March, Central Bank officials 
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announced yesterday. This new rate, which was fixed at 
a bankers’ meeting on 18 March, changes the fixed rate 
which was established 9 months ago at 24 Leones to $1. 


No official comment was made after this change but 
economic observers believe that this adjustment is a 
move to comply with an IMF request made in January 
1988. A spokesman of the Ministry of Finance stated 
that “most of the requests” made by the IMF had been 
“met” without giving further details. The fixed rate of 24 
Leones to $1 was considered “unrealistic” by the IMF 
and also one of the major obstacles to any new govern- 
ment with that financial institution. Sierra Leone owes 
the IMF, the World Bank, and the African Development 
Bank $38.1 million. 
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